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Concerning the W ork of the Generation, 1 Ty - | 


of Babylon, giving themſelves up unto captivi- 
ty untill ſeventy years ſhould be accompliſbed. 
| God did not give any ſuch poſitive com- 
 — mands unto other Generations. | 
After this in Ezra's, Nebemiabs, and 
Daniels time,theſe worthics and the Saints 
| of that age had the proper worke of their 

= 


Generation, which was to go forth of Baby-- 
lon, and rebuild the Temple of God at Jeruſa- 
lem, which Nebuchadnezzar bad deſtroyed. 

- Thus all along in the times of che Old 
Tcftament, Gods Church and peoplein 
their ſeverall Generations have had their- 
ſeverall workes. | SHE 

\ Let us look to the New Teftament web 
dawned in John the Baptiſt, had not Jobn 
the proper worke of his Generation, which: 

| - was to be the Fore-runner and Harbinger of. 

. the Meſiab,-to declare to the Nation of the: 
| Fewes that the Meſſiab whom they expeded- 
and waited for, was now dpprodehing.,and thath 
the glorious Kingdome of God in the pure ad- 
miniſtration of the Goſpel was at band, and: 
that therefore it did beboove every one now t0- 
have theit eyes and bearts turned frem Mojes. 
tawards bta, aud bis ddmixiftigtion, which; 

& | was now approxtbing., _ 57 wh 

i. | . : Afcer:bim the Apoſtles, jo; their rimehy 
had the proper workeof their Gcnerationtyar. 

which wapt9.89e- forth xd publiſs the glad 
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... In after agea;fo 
-t Th WIE” ut: 


tzdis,gs of ſalvition, Which befofe were cooped 
rp within the narrow compaſſe of Fudea to all 
the world, beginning at Feruſalem : to gatbey 
Saints together jo faſt as they were converted 
into Churches, and ts appoint over theſe Pa- 


ftors and Teachers ; and alſo to groe rules 


and direfions for the right ordering and go- 
verning. of the Churches unto the end of the 
world. | 


At us come to the Saints of following 


Generations, had not they likewiſe their 
proper workes, which was in ſome to bear 
witneſſebefore the wicked world,and the Hea- 
then Tyrants and Infidels of thoſe ages where- 
m they lived, tothe truth of that Do@rine 
they had received - from the Apoſtles before 
them, by ſealing the ſame with their blood, 
and willingly giving themſelves up ( as ſheep 
tothe ſlaughter) to the crmelties, tortures, 
maſſacres of the Pageniſh world in bearing te- 
ftimony to the truth of Jeſus, 

Afterwards the work of the next Ge- 
neration was to bear witneſſe by writing, 
preaching, and all ſound dofrine, againſt the 
damnable Herefies of Arrius and bis compli- 
ces, and otbers, which through that little tran» 


quality which the Church enjoyed wider Con- | | 
- -7-ſhantine crept in, and over ſpread the Chriſtian 
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Concerning the {Work of this Generation. I9 74 4 


- years rogether,the Jorke of ſaints in their 


Generations was to bear witneſſe by peaking 
and ſuffering unto the truth and worſbip of 


' Feſus, againſt the pernicious errors, and falſe 


worſbip of Antichriſt, and the boundleſſe and 
ſwelling pride, and pomp of that man of ſin. 
-->ln Generations ſince, the worke hath bin 


to recover the truth, and worſhip of Chriſt, 


which was well nigh buried under Antichriſts 
reigne, to its ancient purity, luſtre, and beau- 


ty :And fo Luther and the Saints and For< 


thies of his Generation, as their principal 
work did recover out of theJawes of the 
B:aft, the peecious truthsof Chrifts Prieft- 
ly Office,the glorious Do&rine of our Fu- 
ſtification by Gbriſt alone, which was well 
nigh ſwallowed up by the Antichriftian 
innovations of Mafſes, Crofles, Pardons; 
Pennance, Purgatory, 'Vowes, Pilgrimas 
ges, ſolitary and fingle life,4 
inventions of humane wiidome, for the 
procuring a righteoutneffe of our owne: 


7 And fince him the greatork of Saints 
* —3n their Generations haehi'been to recover 


the Kingly office of Chriſt, which the Lardly 
pomp and Tyranny of the man of fin and his 
followers badcaſt &miſt upon, to ſet up Chriſt 


*4 | ſole King and Governour in bis Churthes, 
a well as the onely.and dlone higy Prieſt of bis 
SE... .. 
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. -j=Thes Saints all along from the begin- 
© ning of che world in their feverall Ge- {| 
- nerations, have had their ſeverall workes | 
P: oper and p<culiar to the Generations « 
that they lived in 5 ſo as that what hath 
becn the work of one Generation, 'hath noe 
been the -worke of another ;z ' and what 
| hath bcen the wrrke of thar other, hath | 
of not been the worke of that : unleſſe at 
ſuch time: ( as It fell out in the Generat= ' 
ons of Abrabami, Tſaac, and Facob, and alſo 
the ſeverall Generations of the ſaints under 
- the Roman & Antichriſtian perſecutions ) 
_——whercin the diſpenſations of God towards 
— his people hath continued the fame, and 
'__ © for ſubſtance alike for divers generations 
Eve together, there the worke hath been the 
_ . * ſame: for no ſubftantiall change in diſ- | 
p-n/atzon, there is none in the worke of 
: ; our generation, It being variation of diſ= | 
z penſetion that cauſeth the worke of our | 
ration for to vary. F 
—— 34 General! Head ; Thar it is a thing 
T of very great concernment for a ſaint to attend { 
wito, and be ative in the worke of bis gene= 4 7 
rd1t9n, s 1 
Generation worke is the moſt negleQed 
— worke ot all others with the generality of 
Protcfſors, who either confider not that 
.  .. fucha worke theres, or ifthey do, = 
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Concerning the ork of the Generation, 21 
they think char it belongs to others, not 
to them to mind ir ; bur in,czſfe they be 
/ © induſtrious in thoſe common guties web. 
j Iye-upon them as ſaints, and thoſe (; pecial 
| ditties which attend their callings, ſtations, 
relations, or preſent condition, it is enough 
| for chem, and matters nor, whgther chey 
| be ae in the bulinefle of their genera- 
| tzon, yea or no. Yea many that are em- 
ployed therein do not ſufficiencly weigh 
che greatnefſe of the worke they haye in | 
hand. I ſhall therefore here endeavour LR | 


ſhew of how great concernment it is for a 
Saint to attend unto, 'and be . ative in this --q 
Forke, which I ſhall lay before you in N ; 
ſome particulars, | ; | 
T. God by his diſpenſation cals aloud for 
it. The diſpenſetions of God have a v2yce, 
and God oft' by theſe beſpeaks 4 duty, or 
duties of his people, Mic. 6. 9. - The Lords 
voice cryeth unto the City -== what voice is v.. 
this ? why meerly the voice of a di ſpen/a- 
tion, Gods diſpenſations being commands, Y 
Fleare the Rod, and who bath appointed it : 
£ diſobey then the vifible call of a dijpen-. 
j* . ſation, is to diſobey a command of Gods. 
F The bazarding our lives is a weighty 
| matcer, and if done careleſly a great fin, 
yet Eſtber upon the viſible call of a diſpen+ 
* . ſation ( viz, Gods cauſe and people lying 
F -20Þ C3 at 
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ates. 


F at the ſtake ready to ſuffer) rung this ſore 
Tan hazard : tro which though ſhe were fitir-- 
red up by Mordecat ( as one Chriftian | 
friend now may ſtir up another, in ſuch J 
a capacity as Eſther was,to befriend Gods 
cauſe, were it now dying,as then it was } 
_-—-yet were mot Mordecais words her war- 
rant, he being not endued with a Prophe- 
ticall Spirit,nor ſpeaking as ſuch, (as his 
doubrfull ſpeech ſheweth,Who knows whe- 
ther thou art come to the Kingdome for ſuch a 
- time as this ? ) but the call of the diſpen- 
fation, 4, FR, 
Mieroz was called by Gods di ſpen ſationg 
to help the Lord againſt the mighty. We read 
_—P of any particular command Meroz 
had to do ir, onely the call.of a difpeniſa- 
tion, ( Godspeople were wnder oppreſſors, 
and God was up to deliver them) which 
call Meroz nepleftiing,Meroz it doubly and : 
2 birterly curſed by the Angel 6f the Lord {; 
for it, Judg. 5. 23. Curſe ye Meroz ( ſaid |; 

che Angel of the Lord curſe ye bitterly 

the inhabitants thereof : becauſe they came 
| not to the belp of the Lord, to the help of the ©* 
Lord agoinſt the mighty, Whereas CONtran—_ ; 
riwife Jaet the wife of Heber the Kenite, © Þ 
haviog no other call, but this very caff 
Meroz had '( for thotigh it were prophe« 
cied « woman ſhould ſlay Siſerd, yet was _. 


)/ 


Concerning the Work of the Generation. 23 © T 


that revealed to her, or in calc it were, 
-yert no particular woman named, thar 
was No Warrant foraher ) In obedience 
hereto ſlaying Ejau,'1s doubly bleft, and * /a9L 
that above women, as the orlier is doubly = 
and bitterly curied,' Ver. 24, 23. Bleſſed 
above women ſhall Fael the wife of Heber the 
Kenite be 5 bleſſed ſball ſpe be above women 
in the Tent--- ; | 
mo Generation worke is of all others the 
greateſt worke, and a negle( berein the great= 
eſt ſin. My meaning is, that that obliga- 
tion whereby I and bound unto rhe work 
of my generation, is a greater obligation, 
then that whereby I ftand bound to any 
other duty; and my faulcor erroc herein 
is & greater and more provoking errorz 
then any other of my errors z which Af ; 
ſertion althongh it may ſeem ftrange, yet _— 
ic appears thus, in that God himſfel | 
doth more delight in, and account of 
that duty performed, which is the werke 
of our generation, then he doth of the per- 
formance of any other duty, although ic 
be a thing eſpecially commanded by him- 
ſelfe : and on the other fide, God is more—_ 
diſpleaſcd with, and provoked by, thoſe © 
errors that men commit in the worke of 
their generation, then with any other of 
their errors whatſoever. - 
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"a "4 word to thi Generation, 


" The firſt is evident in thoſe words of of 

Samuel co Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 22. Hath the 

Lord as great delight in burnt- offerings, - as in 

\ obeying the voyce of the Lord ? Behold, to 0+ 
bey is better then ſacrifice, and to hearken 

then the fat of Rams. The offering ſacrifice 

was Gods command, and a principall 

part of his worſhi pi in thoſe dayes, yet 
——when Saul out of pretence of obeying 
—f this command of God, diſobeyed God in 
| that other ſpeciall command of utterly 
deſtroying Amalek , which was the greac 

work God had todo, and Saul was em- 
ploycd in,in that generation: the Prophet 

from the mouth of the Lord doth not 
ently reprehend him, and condemn hig 

fat, but.pronounceth of theſe 2 things 
upon this occaſion now compared toge- 

ther, that God did more abundantly de- 
light in, and account of the obeying of 

his voyce in that worke which was the 
work of Sauls generation, then either he 

did, or would doin burnt-offerings, ſa- 
crifices, or the fat of Rams, tho things 

of his own appointment : ina word, the 
er poigl is chis, that obedience to God 
In thac_tbing which is the worke of our 
 prneration, is more acceptable to God then 
rhe performance of the moſt ſpeciall as 
Of ig yorlkine: as fecrifige and burnt- 
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Co oncerning the; workof the on ors 25 


offerings 5 in thoſe dayes — 
Hence we find in mona ( which 


ſerves further to evidencerhis)chat when ___ 


ſpeciall Ordinances or a&s of worſhip 
have come in compericion with the work 
of the generation, Ordinances and acts of 
worſhip have yielded and given place to 
that. Circumcifion was a ſpeciall Ordi- 
nance given to Abrahams feed, with that 
ſeverity that the uncircumci iſed was to be 
cut off from amongſt his people, yet for- 
ty years together whilſt Iſrael walked in 


the wildernes, the' worke of that genera- . 


tion being ſuch as could not with Jafety 
to their perſons admit of Circumcition, 
which required: ſome fxed abode, acleaſt 
for: ſome time, ( as' Toſh. "$i which—. 

they were ever uncercain of being'to fo © 
low'the motion of the'cloud” ('as Nimb. 
9. 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22. ) Circumfion 
though Gods Ordinance ( rather then 
God wilt oy the way of his difſpenſati- 
ons, which he could eaſily have done ) 
for forty years together ( till Tfrael was 
entred Canaan,-arid ſo from under that 


diſpenſation of the cloud ') muſt;and an 


yield 'and give place unto the work of 
the.Generation. 


—_=And which is yet more, not onely fpe- 


ciall Ocdinances, but alfo common dx- 
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_ lc. 


ties have given lace to the worke of the 
gerteration. To keepe inviolace Articles 
and conditions of peace when madc, cho 


—_—>Vvitha Turk, isa duty which the rule of 


common equity and juſtice berwixt man 
and man requires, Yet Jael when the work 
of her generation called for ail the help ſhe 
could [lend it ( though a League were 
berwixe Jabin King of Hagzor, and her 
Huzband, yet) in the cime of peace, 
{ which peace too ( as far as we can un- 
derftand ) betwixt her Husband and this 
Kang, was kept inviolate ag 0n Iabins part) 
ſhe ( taking her advantage) murders 
__— the chief Captain of Iabin King of 
4Zor in his Tent, and is fo far from be- 
ing blamed, as ſhe is commended and, ble ſ- 
ſedby the Holy Ghoſt for ic, $ | 
And as this firft is clear, {0 the other 
( viz. That negle# of Generation-worke is 
the greateſt ſin ) is as evident, nos onely 
from- the foregoing words of God to | 
Saal, 1 Sam. 15. 23-.paralelling his'dif- 


' obedience herein with fins of the higheſt, 


and ofa ſcarlet dye; as rebellion, witch- 
crafc, and idolatry. bat alſo if we con- 
fider, how that of all the fins we read of 


; in Scripture, we find not any more 


voking to the Lord, and falling ſo hea- 
Yy upon the head of the finner,as racy 


fo 1 1 wal 


———— 
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and negleAs in the worke of their generg-. 


' tion. The Spies who were ſent by Moſes-— 
to view the land of Canaan, becauſe i | 


ſinned againft the worke of their generati- 
\n, they prefencly dye of che plague be- 
fore the Lord. The whole Congregation 
of Ifrael (nor Moſes and Aaron excepted 
becanſe they diftrufted the power and 
goodneſs of God ( whereas the grea 


worke' of that generation was to truſt God, 


and beleeve in his power and goodneſſe, 
which Lefſon they were taught by the 
daily diſpenſations of God towards them, 
wherein his power and goodneſs were ma- 
nifefted before them ) have that heavy 
and diſmal] ſentence paſſed upon them, 
That they ſhould never enter io the reſt of 
Canaan, but tbeir Garkeiſes ſboutd fall in the 
wilderneſs , Numb.:14; 29. Whiich afters-. 
wards God inthe way of his providence 
fuljlled upon them, cauſing them to 
wander in:the wilderneſs forrie yeares, 
antill all that generation was conſumed, 
And which is very obſervable, they bc- 
tides 'this were guilty of many other 
grievous ſins , being Tdelaters, fornicators, 
Lufters, &c. as the Apoltile tells us, 1 Cor. 


10. beg. and yet for none of theſe is the—r—_ 


fentence paſſed upon them, but onely for 
cheir miſcarriage in that which was the 


wor ke 


+ 


* 


x 
” 
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worke ot their generation, "Heb..3. 19. They 


could net enter in becauſe of their unbeleefe. 


Yea wherefore was the unbelcefe of the 
Fewes in our Saviours , and che Apofiles 
time, puniſhed ſo ſeverely wich a break. 


ing of, and a reje&ion for now 1600 


yeares together, bat becaufe therein chey 
finned againſt the worke of. their generati- 
on, which was to beleeve in Chriſt, and 
embracethim as the Mcffiab, who they had 
long expeArd, and God in this age had 
ſent amongſt them their crucifying of 
Chriſt was a grievous fin,but becauſe not 
a fin againft the worke of their generation, 
therefore they are not for that a&@. ce- 
j<Qed,bur contrariwiſe after this the Go 


ſpel is by ſpeciall- command to be prea-- 


ched to them, as Luk. 24. 47. but for not 
beleeving in Chrift , .and receiving bim 
for the true Mcſſhah, which was theworke 
of their' generation, they are rejeted, ( as 
Rom. 11. 20.--becauſe of unbeleefe they ate 
broken of = ) and ſo remaine unto this 


aye, | 
To all which let, me further adde,that 
nor in theſe onely, but many examples 


more, it ſeemes to,be Gods ufuall way in 
th: execution of his wrath againſtfinners, 


£0 write the ſentence of their condemna- 
tiqn,upon the forchead of & ſing rather 
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then any other. : Saul tinned in offering 
Sacrifice, and 'wa# when /threatned with 
the Joſſe of the Kingdome, .z Sam: 13. 13, 

x4. But the execucion of this threatning, 

and the un-kinging of him. comes in up- 

on his mifcarriage in that of 4mealtk, a 
fin againft the worke of his generation. At 

yon finned moſt touly in the bunneſs of 
'the Golden Calfe, and at another time i 
in murmuring againſt Moſes; bur the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon him that he ſhould die E. 
in the wilderneſs, is for his nor belerving—._ # 

at the waters of Meribab, a fin againſt the 
worke of his generation, Numb. 20. 12, 13: 


. God uſually writing the ſentence of his 
4 diſpleaſure upon the forchead of the moft 


provoking in. #2 
From what hath been ſpoken my Aſ- 
ſertion ſtands firme, viz. That the obligati— 
tion whereby / ſtand bound unto the works of © 
my generation, is a greater obligation then that 
whereby I ſtand bound to any other duty, and 
my fault or error herein i a greater error then 
any otber of my errors. From which princi- 
' ple ( beforel leave it ) I ſhall draw an<- 
ther, which naturally flowes out of it,viz: 


-7=That it is the duty of a Chriſtian man, employd 


an generation worke, when other workes and 
this do fland in competition, to chooſe. neglet! 
in any duty, rather then in thut » wherein the 
TY "26 worke 4 


nd 
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Porke of bit generation lies, yea to breake 
through all that þe may follow this, bis obliga- 
tion beereto being the greateſt obligation ,-bis 
negleF beerem the moſt prevoking fin : Which 

_ thing though far the truth thereof itneed 
nor bluſh, carrying ics evidence with its 
ſelfe, yet in receiving of it, uſe Chriſtian 

4 wiſdome,and muck morein the pra@ice, 
A ——And heere as a Concluſion to all the 


N reſt, let me take the boldnes for to adde, 


*. 

MON whac bach ſometimes been che ifſue of re- 
; tired thoughts, that for this reaſon bath 
8 | N God ſogloriouſly,and eminently owned, 
| never to be forgotten proceedings of the 
F] Army of England, becauſe ( though they 
have ſeemed.at leaſt been charged by flan- 

derous Tongues and Pens, with violating 
the bond of relation ) they yet have in 
all prefſed on,and followed afcer(though 


A through a cloud of diſmaying difficultics 
' and dangers ) —_— of theis genera- 


; 
: 


—_ tibn. Tz, 
EA Thirdly,In doing the worke of our gene- 


of God, that is on foot in the age wee live in. 
As thece never yet was angee inthe world 
wherein God was not driving on, one 
great deſipne or other, ( althoughthe ma- 


bY Or 
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beyond beleefe, and to admiration , the 


| ration- wee are moſt ſerviceable to the defigne {| 


nifeftation of his more glorious ofpn,, = 
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and workes of wonder, have ever been li- 
miced to fome- particular generations ; ) 
fo hath God in all ages declared himſelfe 
FF exceedingly well pleaſed with fuch ofhis 
| children, whoſe obedience hath more — 
: realy fallen in with his deſigne on foor in - 
their age. Daniel whilſt he is praying and | 
mourning , hath the Angel Gabriel ſent ae 
unto him with this redoubled teſtimony | 
from Heaven concerning him,that he was -&- 
4 man greatly beloved, Chap. 9. 21, 22, 23. #4 -” | 
Chap.10. 11,19. E/9, Feremie, and other 
godly men prayed, yet do we not read 
of any ſuch teſtimony given concerning 
them praying, as is here concerning Da» 
niel : why ſo ? the reaſon may be this, 
Daniels prayer fell in with Gods defipne : 
God was upon a great deſigne , deliver 
his _— out of Babylon, this Daniell 
prayes for, Gods deſigne, and Daniels obe- 
dience meet together, and therefore doth 
| God ſet a y ji ſtampe upon Daniels 
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prayer. 

Now in doing the worke of onr gene- 
ration, wee are more ſerviceable ro Gods 
defigne, then we can be any other way ; 
tor there being onely a reſpeRive diffe- | 
rence betwixt theſe two, (the ſame worke=-. 
which reſpeRing God is his define , re-. 
ſpeRing us is the worke of our generation - po 
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32 A Word to this Generation, 
Iſraells deliverance from Babyl6n was in | 
reipet of God his defigne , bur in reſpe& | 


—-—-Of Daniel the praying-for this, was the 
worke of his generation, ) we cannot be 0 
ative in the one, .but in ſo doing we be- | 
come ſerviceable to the other : as Daniel 
by prayer became inſtrumentally ſervice- 
able to Tſracls delivery, Which by plenti- 
full ordinary inftance might be illuſtra- 
ted, but enough having been ſaid for the 
underſtanding,of che Reader in theſe few. 
words, [ ſhall not multiply. +» ;.. 

4+. God hath choiſe diſtinguiſhing mercy 
for that man that followes him in the worke 
of bis generation ; as, 

_— 1.-,God will 6verlook many failings int 
-T that.man, Caleb and Fofhua were men, and 

therefore had their failings as-other men, 

| yet becauſe Caleb and Foſbua did cleave to 
bk God in that ſpecial! worke they were em- 
ployd in, Numb. » 4. 6, 7. &c. which was 
the worke of their generation, therefore 

od overlooking all eheir other failings, 
as though they had had none ar all, pre- 
nounceth of thera that they wholly follow- - 
ed the Lord, Numb. 32. 3 2. Ta 

2. God will ftandby that man, and never 
1 leave ham, that ſticks Flpſe to him in the. þ 


— 
, 
Fo 
Po 


HO Fn IS 0G NT 


> 


b > | worke of his generation; \Abrabam left bis 
| Country. toattend.che worke of his gener]: 
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ration , and how did God in all perills 
ſtand by Abraham ; Abraham was put to it 

in Zgypt, and like co looſe his wife, God 
ſtood by him there, Gen. 12. Abraham was 
engaged with foure Kings, Gen. 14. God 
ſtood by him there. Abraham was in a great 
ftrait at Gerar, Gen, 20. God ſtood by him 
there. Abraham ftood to the workg of — 
generation, and God for ever ſtood by 4- 
braham. 


thereto in the worke of the next generation, 
that abides faithfull in the” worke of the 
preſent generation he lives in, It is ſaid of 
Ni4b, Gen. 6. 9. Noah was a juſt man and 
perfedt in his generations, and Noah walked 
with Ged ; teaching us thus much , by 
ſpeaking in the plurall number,that Noab 
was juſt, walking with God in the generations 
be lived in before the flood came;and wherr 
the flood was coming , this Noab was the-— 


onely man that God did own in the worke - 
of that generation. So Foſhua was faithfull 

in the worke of that generation whilſt Iſrael 
journeyed in the wildernes, and how ce. 


minently did God own Foſhaa in th: pprke 
of the next generation when Iſrael entred 
Canacn. . | 

_ +4. God will provide a hiding place for 

that man againſt thoſe ſtormes which may fall. 24 
FA 145 1x TOO D port - 
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> ern 


upon the generation he lives in, that is ative 
in the worke ot his generation. Noah'had an 
Arke provided tor him when a flood came 
upon the world of ungodly men, In E- 
zehz-ls time; Chap. 9. when rhe deſtroying 
Angels were to paſſe through Jeruſalem, 
of m—_ mark of dcliverance ws firſt co be ſer 
* uponthe torcheads of al] thoſe that did ſiph 
and-cry for the abominations thereaf , which 
vas the worke God In ſuch an ape did call 
onto, as Tſak 22. 12, T3. Yea though 
Noah, Daniel; and Fob ( ative men) living 
—" In aperverſe backſ{liding generation, can- 
not ward off.Gods blow from the gene- 
ration, yet they ſhall deliver their own ſoules, 
Ezek. 14.13. to 22. Per ſonall deliverances 
ern attend ſuch men in common cala- 

-# mities, and nationall defolations. 
| 5. God will reveale bis ſecrets to ſuch, 
- Moab in his time had the ſecret of drow- 
-* ning the old world revealed ro him. Abra- 
ham in his time the ſecret of Sodoms deſtru« 
Qion, the ſecret of Tſraele bondage in E- 
gypt, the ſecret of the Meſſiahs comming 


>vidin his cime had that ſecret where the 
Templt ſhould be built to him, 1Cron. 22. 
I, 2. compared with 2 Chron. 3. 1. Daniel 
-=iIn his time the ſecret of Nebuchadnezzars 


forth of his loynes, diſcovered to.him. Da- 


P*% * dreame, the ſecret of the time of Chriſts 
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comming in the fleſh, (Chap.9.24,25,26. Jand 
of the Fewes converſion, ( Chap. 12.11,12. } 
to him. And Peter and Paul in their times the 
ſerret of the Gentiles convertion to them, AF. 
10. 9.t0 17. Gal.1.16, 17, God having in al 
generations Rill made thoſe keepers ofhis Ca-. 
biner, who have been faithfull in the worke 
of their generation, EE 
. God hath peculiar honour wherewith be 
will crowne thoſe per ſons that follow him inthe 
worke of their generation Moſes was eminent in 
his generation, and what peculiar bonour had 
God for Moſes, Numb. 112. 6, 7,8. If there be a 
Prophet among you, Tihe Lord will make my ſelfe 
hnowne unto him in a viſion, and will ſpeake nnto 
him in 4 dream. My ſervant Mojes is nat. ſo, who 
zs faithfull in all my houſe; With him will I ſpeake 
meuth:to mouth, even. apparently, and not in darke 
ſpeeches,and the ſimilitude of the Lord ſball be be- 
bold. In the day ot Chriſts humiliation the 
Diſciples of all other were moſt eminence in ; 
following and owning of Chriſt, and wh 
peculiar hanour hath Chriſt for them above ©> _ ; 
others, Maith. 19. 28. Verily, I fav unto you, 
that yee which hav. followed me in the regenera- 
tion, when tbe Son of man. ſpall fit in the Throne of 
bis glory, yee aljo ſhall fit pon twelve Throner, 
ikdging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, | 
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| 25-1. Danger of loſing gifts and Talents. The 
 - * ſloathfull Servant,mentioned in the Parable, 
Matth. 25. not improoving the Talent given 
him to his Lords advantage in his generation, þ. 
hath his Talent taken trom him, ver. 28. ; 
--—— Saul{chough a wicked man had two great -1 
+ Talents committed to him by God,a Talent of 
2 Kingdome, and a Talent of common gifts of _ | 
the Spiric, ficting him for government, and {} 
the diſcharge of his office as a King, which |! 
Iaft is called the Spifit of the Lord, yet but a ' 
common Talent ot government, as is cleare, . 
becanſe David is no ſooner anointed King, | 
and the right of Government his, but this 
Talent is taken from Saul, as one who now 
had no longer todo with it, 1 Sam. 16.13,14. 
Both theſe he loſech by faultring in the worke 
of his generation, as comp. 1 Sam. 15. 26, 28. 
wich Chap. 16.14. | 
-——2. Danger of lofing communion with God. 
-3 Whilft David was abroad in the field hewing 
__ down Gods enemies round about him,which 
- Was the mafter-pcece of worke God allotred # 
him in his generation, what ſweet triumphant « 
communion had he with God, a cleare teftimo» } 
ny whereof is, Pſal.108. (a Plalme moſt pro-. | 
bably compoſed in the day of his glorious 
_ exploits, chronicled, 2 Sam. $8. ) But after+ 
wards when David ſending forth his Servan 
about that worke, which was hjs worke in his. | 


—— 
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generation, betakes himſelfe to his caſe in his 
Palace, at the time of Kings going forth to 
batcle, 2 Sam. 11. 1. ( which circumſtance of 
time is therefore(1I cake ic) with ſuch exaQ- 
\ 4 neſs noted, to give us to underftind,that Da- 
vid ought now to have becn abroad in pec- 
ſon, the worke being Gods, and not to have | 
ſenc his Servants wichour him, ( chough we | 
may do our own worke by a Proxie,yer Gods | 
worke calls for our perſons ) how ſadly doth 
he loſe his communion with God, falling ints 
that foule ftia in the matter of Vriab, which 
. was a blemiſh upon this holy man all his lite 
time afterwards : and which alchough ir I_ 
ſad ro conſtder, yet is obſervable concerning 
him that notwithſtanding God by his prero- 
» | gative royall, gave David not onely the par- 

1 - donofhis fin, but alſo his life, ( which now 
by bloudſhed, though a King, was by vercue 
of that poſitive command, which admits of 

. x noecxception, Gen. g. 6. forfeited, )as 2 Sam. 

» | 12. 13. The Lord bath put away thy ſin,thou ſhalt 

L not die. Yet do we nor read of any thing 4 
| | markeable, ( ſave onely defending himſclfe | 
t | againſt ſome domeſtick inſurre&ions, and 
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forraigne invaſions Jdone by him afcerwards, 
þ as before. 
=Soalfſo Solomon his Son, whilft his thougfits 
; -+ raw'upon the worke of his generation , what 
_ commuttion had he with God, God appearing 
2 to of 
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to him once and apaine , and enduing him 
with wiſdome (the thing he defired )above all 
that ever wete before or ſince him : but when 


A, afterwarde his heart was more taken up with 


women, then the worke of his generation, how 
did his former communion with God die,and he 
that þefore-built a houle for the worſhip of 
the true God, now builds high places for 
Idolatry, i Kings 11. 7, $8. Which ſad exam- 

lc, oughr to be had in perpertuall remem 
brance by ſuch as are employd in Templ* 
worbe, ( the bufines of this age ) that it fare 
not with them as with the builder of the ma« 
tcriall Temple , who fi ft building Gold to 
the true God, did afterwards build ſtubble 
toa falſe. | | 
3. Danger of being laid aſide by God. Tt hath 


| FJ been the ordinary way of Gods diſpenſations, 


as well in later as forrher times, to make uſe 
of ſome particular inſtrument for ſome time 
in his worke , whom afterwards before the 
work» hath been brought unto perfe&ion. he 
hath laid a/ide,by which although (as not un- 
likely ) Gods deſipne may be to remoove his 
peoples eyes from inſtruments to himſelfe, 


' yet it is obſervable,God hath ſeldome or ne- 


* ij ver c:ſhiered a man by him emplayd, till firft 


by ſome meanes or other he hath caſhiered 


þim'c!f-: and which is more to benoted, the 
viry ting wESh hath ” uns the laying 
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of (uch inftrumenis afide, hath molily , ifnuc 


ever been, ſome mifcarriage or other in the 
worke of their generation, that being the fatal! 
Rock ſuch men ſplic upan. 


-J>Once more here let us r eview that of Saul, 
whom God was pleaſed for fome time to em- 


ploy, as a ſcourge to the Ammonttes, and Phi- 
liſtines,and yet afterwards by one error com- 
mirted in the worke of his generation, he is for 
ever* caſbiered by God , and pur out of his 
_"_ 

But more ſtrange and worthy obſervation 
is that of Moſes and Aaron, two eminent in- 
| ſtcuments, and both godly, which God made 
ftngular ute of in Egypt, and at the Red Sca, 
in the wildernes, and upon Mount Sinai, ſo 
appearing to them, talking with them, eſpe- 
cially ro Moſes, as never man beſides him en- 


Joyd the like, yet theſe two fo choiſe & Wor | 


thy inftruments becauſe they failed a lictle in 
the work? of that generation, which was ( a8 
befofe was ſhowne ) to belzeve in God, and truft 
bis power and goudnes , although their failing 
was at ſuch a time, ( which one would judge 
might render them excuſable, at leaft leſſe 
guilty) wherein the whole Congregation 
erred with them, and ( as it were ) did hurry 
them into it ; yea and for Mo'es he neyer fai- 


led but this time, ſo that ( this once <> 


ww he all along had followed God fully. Yer | 
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ſay becauſe they failed God in tha worke, 
which was the worke of the generation ; they 
for that and no other reaſon are laid by as to 
the perte&aing of chat worke ( vis. bringing 
of Iſrael into Canaan ) which moſt happily, 
and proſperouſly was begun and carried on 
a great way, under them as Infiruments, as 
Numb. 20. 12. And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes 
and Aaron, becauſe yee beleeve me not, to ſanfifie 


.me #n the eyes of the children of Iſrael, therefore 


yee ſhall not bring this Congregation, into the land 
which T have given them. So exceedingly dif- 


#I 4—Plcafing ro God,areerrors in the worke of our 


generation, that he will not- Jet ſuch things _ } 
paile, no not in his deareft children, withour Þ| 


ſome fignall manifeftation of his diſpleaſure. 

nd which I cannor ict paſſe without a far- 
ther marke yet ſet upon it, as a thing moſt 
worthy the ſcrious thoughts of every one, 
and ſuch in eſpeciall whom God above o- 
thers hath uſed and honoured in rhe worke 
of che generation, is, how that one fGingle fai- 
ling in che worke of the generation may cauſe 
a Mc(es to be laid afide. 


— 4. Danger of Stumbling at the worke of the 
© generation, and all the diſpenſations of God about 


it. The_Jewes in Chriſts time they negte& 
the worke of rheir generation , which' was to 


beleeve in Chriſt, and receive bim as the true Mee 
fieb, whoſe coming their Nation was in .ex- 


-- pttation 


\ 
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peQation of, and the very worke it ſelfe 
3 (through this negle& } became a ſtumbling, 
j# Ffoneto them: they ſtumble at it to thinke che 
ſhonld receive this 'iman for their Meſſiah : 
and ſtumbling at the worke , they likewiſe 
ſtxmble at the ſeverall diſpenſations of God 
% abvuutit, Chriſt comes of meane Parentage, 
{ they ſtumbleat that : appeares firft from Gali- 
! HTeerthey ftumble at that ; workes miracleMhey 
 flunbleat thar : is foilowed by Publicans and 
1 finners,they flumble at thar;commits the Goe» 
3 Afpel to poore fithermen, they ſtumble at that : 
;-, -Negle& the worke of thy generation, and ftam- 
1” bleatirt: Stumble at the worke of thy generati- 
on, and ſtumble at all the dijpenſations of God 
about ir. 

-—=»5. Danger of being blinded in , or ſhut out of 
the worke of the next generation, in caſe thou live 
to ſee it. For God in his juſt jadgement when. 
men have ſhut their eyes againſt, and with- 
drawne their hands from the worke of the 
preſent generation , doth blind theſe perſons 
to, and will not honour them in the morke 
of the following generation, though yer they 
may live to ſee it, | 

The Scribes and Phariſees wilfully ſhut 
their eyes to the worke of Fobns generatien,and 
what followed? they ſce afterwards the work 
of Chrifſts in his generation, and of the Apo- 
ſtles in theirs, and through the juſt judge- 
4 | ment 
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ment of God upon them, their eyes are ſbut, 
and they are blinded chere too, 

—A moſt pregnant place to our pirpoſe-we 
have, Ezek. 44. ver.9. to 17. where under le. 
gall Phraſes, and atlufive termes, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſetting forth Goſpel worſhip, ſpeakes 
very pathetically of cwo ſores of Priefts, be- 
longing to that Goſpel-ſtate. One were ſuch 
as hWdcfled chemſelves with the pollations 
" of the former generation , by going aſtray to 

Idolls when Iſrael went aſtray, ver. 10. 12- 
who by way of puniſhment are co beare their 
iniquity, which is not, wholly to be turned 
ont of the worke of God, who will ftill uſe 
them in the generall and more common a&s 
of his worſhip, as ver. 1 x. 14. but to be ſet by 
as to the more ſpeciall and peculiar ats of 
his worſhip in che generation , becauſe they 
polluted themſelves with the Idolatries, and * 
ſaperfticions of the former generations, as ver. | 
___ 12, 13. Another ſort of Priefts there are who 
* 7. when Tfrael and their fellow labourers wene 
aſtray, and defiled themſclves by Idolatry, 
didnotwichftanding walk cloſely wita God, 
keeping their Garments pure from the defile» 
ments of that generation,theſe are priviledged 
to draw neere to God in the more ſpeciall 
aQs of his worſhip,to come into his SanQua- 
ry, and performe the ſervice (not of the out- 
ward Court onely, but.) of his Tabte ; as ver. 
I5, 16. | The 
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t, —The differencebetwixt theſe is worthy yet 


a om one have the charges 
of the gates of the houſe, ver. 11. the other 


Gods charge in his houſe, ver.-r6. the ow | 


Ec 

- ſhall onely kill the burnt offering and facri 
: fice for the people, ver. 11. the other ſhall 
- ſtand before God to offer the fat, and the 
1 bloud, ver. 15. The one ſhall ſtand betore the 
8 21 peopleto minifter to them, ver. 11. the other 
> 7 ſhall come neere to Gods Table to miniſter 
Dp as their ſhame for their former abominati- 
1 ons, ver. 13. the other ſhall receive all this 
E honour as a reward for their not partaking 
« in the abominations of the former age, ver- 
j I5, 16. | | ; 
f |: —Thereſult of all is clearely this, that ſuch 


7 . & perſons who have plaid looſe with God in 
1 |} theformer gexeration, though live they may 
'> | to ſee the next generation, and be employd in ; 
oO F ſome common workes ; yet wil not God uſe——— | 
T F them,in the ſpeciall workes of that generation; : 
'> & except ſuch of them thar ſhall renounce their 
» | formerpollutions, of which more hereafter. 


- 6. Danger of becomming an Apoſtate, and an 
d open Enemie to the truths of God, Demas fore . 
I | fakes Paul, and the worke ot his generation,and 
- what follows ? he becomes an Apeſtate, and 
- exchangerh Heayen for Earth,embracing this 
preſent world. : 

10; . In 


. 


a, 1 


to him, ver. 16. The one ſhall beare all this— - 


bt 
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; E gg che Apoftles dayes the oreat work ot chat 


generation was the conſtituting of Churches, and 
Saints aſſembling themſelves together For mutuall 
edification in Chriſtian ſocieties:and if you mind 
_It, the Apoftle layes rhe riſe of that Soulc- 
'._ damning Sin of wilfull Apoftacy in a negleX 
of this, H-b. xo. 25, 26. Nt forſaking the aſ- 
ſembling of onr ſelves together, as the manner of 
fome is : Far if wee fin wilfully —— 
q—And which I cannot heere paſſe over, that 

unpardonable fin, againſt the Holy Spirits, 
which our Saviour himſelte chargerh che 
Scribes and Phariſees with, took (as is app a- 
rent }) its rife hence : for firſt they negle& the 
work of rheir generation,viz.of receiving Chrift, 
this zepleF drawes on an oppoſition ; this op»0- 
ſition, malice againſt Chriſt , this malice brings 
forth blaſphemy againR thoſe very workes of | 
Chrift, calling them Diabolicall, which their | 
conſciences now and then convinced thein, 
were wrought by the power of God; this | 
malicious and deliberate blaſpheming of ; 
what their Conſciences.l] ſay,now and then, | 
(for they had apparent ſtumbling blocks before 
them, with which undoubcetily they did 
ſometimes blind Conſcience ) convinced 
them was wrought by the finger of God, is 
--that very fin which Chriſt himſelfe calls the 
Sin againſt the Spirir, that hath neicher for- 
givenes in thig*world, nor that which is to 
| come, 


} 


CO 


+ jy 1 hw %<_ ﬀ hay, ot 


' come, Matth. 12. verſ. 24. comp. with ver. 


live in 5 which when particularly applied to 
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31, 32» 
Let all hence tremble to oppcſe, or re- 


proach the apparant workes of God in their 
generation, left---- 

Now to conclude, whoſe eares hearing 
theſe things would not tingle ? whoſe heart— 
confidering theſe things would not quake, 
to be found guilty of the fin, and expoſed to 
the dangers that attend negle@ of generation 
worke . 

Thus much concerning our third generall 
Head: I now come unto our fourth, which 


18, =. | 
4+ Wherein deth the wor ke of > WHAM £e- 
neration lie ? BY | 
Anſ. As thequeftion is very weighty, and 
of great concernment, being the Butt aymed 
at in my whole diſcourſe, ſo that in the dif- 
cuſſion hereof, I may in the fear of God walk 
evenly, and ( without winding og turning 
eo any intereſt, ſave that of cruth ) pitch ( if 
poſſible) upon that which is the proper and | 
dire& work of the generation we live in ; it wik—— 
be neceſſary in oxder thereun to,tolay down | 
ſome few generall Rules, as way-marks, to 
guide the Reader, to the diſcovery of that 
which is the x worke of his generation z 
whatſoever generation he may be ſuppoſed to | 
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the preſent generation, will give us light into 
what is or may be the proper worke or works 
thereof, as, 

—— = I, Be inquiſitive to finde out ( according to 

Fi Scripture account ) the particular age or generd- 

tion it ſelfe , that it is fallen to thy lot to live in : 

which choughir be hard co do, yet in regard 

_ the wiſdome of God in Scripture hath fer 

ſome difſtin& and notifying mark upon evc- 

ry age, the ſame by induftry,and waiting up- 
on the Father of lights, for light, may be at- 
tained. 

_— The former being done, adde thereun- 
to « narrow and impartiall ſearch for diſcovery of 
thoſe gloriots and remarkable things, tbe accom- 
. pliſhment of which, God in his word hath promiſed 
and foretold, in and about this age, 

_ this way the holy man Dantel came to 

nderſtand rhe worke of his generation ; Firſt, 
6 coniidered the time he lived in, to tobe a- 
bour the end of the 70. years captivity fore- 
told by Jeremie. 

-— He obſerves that there was a ſpeciall 
promiſe of deliveraiice from this caprivity 
made to. thoſe times, Chap. 9 here upon 
having diſcovered the worke , hee addrefieth 
himſelfe to God by prayer for the doing of 


It, verſ. 3, 4- 
3. Obſerve Gods viſible diſpn ſations tewards 
2 that age y and the various mY 4 4 


way) 
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therein , bow they correſpond With the things 
foretold and promiſed. ; 
4. Obſerve what worke that is which is meſt 


T oppo fed and raged againſt by Satan , and wicked 


men in the generation. For it is moſt Certaine——- 
thic the work of the generation ( Gods cauſe & 
glory web above all things Satan hates , be- 
Ing there lnbarqued ) hath ever been the 
moft oppoſed worke by the Devill and his in- 
firamenrs. Was ir not ſo in Moſes his cime, 
Nebemiah's time, Fobn Baptiſts time, the Apo- 
ſtles cime. and fince that in Luthers time, + 
ſpare co ſay, and in ourtimes'too ? | 

. Obſerve what ( not men of worldly wiſ- 


T dome and principles, but ) the moſt ſpirituall en- 


lightned Saints, have upon their bearts as the work, 
of their generation. For from the beginning ic 
hath been Gods way to make choiſe of ſuch 
forthe diſcovery of generation worke unto be- 
foreall others. iy 
The old world had its wiſe men, and men 
ef rare anventions, Gen. 4. 20, 21, 22. Yet no 
theſe, but righteous Noah ſaw the worke of the 
generation. F#gypet in the time of Moſez was: 
famous fot ics wiſe men, as alſo Babylon in 
Nebemiah's , yer neither the one nor the ©- 
ther ſaw the worke of thoſe generations , but=—— 
only a poor handfull of deſpiſed people thar 
God had jin either. Judea in Chrifts. time 
was plentifully ſtored wich learned Scribes, - 


— 


/ 
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Doors and Rabbics, yet not theſe, but a 
company of poor diſregarded Fiſhermen had 
the worke of thar generation revealed to them. 
This, rhough alone it be not ſufficient to 
conclude the worke, yet when joyned with 
the reft, credit undoubtedly ought to be gi- 
ventoit., —_ E 

6. And laſtly, Be much in prayer to God for 


- 


generation, viz. The bringing in of the Gen- 
tiles was revealed to Peter and Paul both, even: 
*whMilft they were in prayer, as As 10. 9, 10. 
with Chap. 22. 17. 21. | | 
. Having chus by chis generall light payed 
out 4 way to walk in. My next worke is to 
ſee what particular light , by applying theſe, 
things unto the preſent age, may from kence: 
be gained into the worke thereof. it 
And here according unto the method he- 


ter the age It ſelfe. 1/hat age is that moſt likely 
to be, that we are fallen into, _ | 
A Jn an{wer to which my Aﬀertion is , that 
* it is moſtprobable that w: are fallen into that ve- 
ry age , in which the F-wes are to be converted. 
Now although here I ma(f nikedly ac- 
knowledg that I could hegriily wiſh , for 
their ſakes, whoſe this liccle Book is,.yet: 
clearer and more unqueſtion ivle grounds! 
for ahe proof of this my Afſcrtion, then aſs: 
ASE nat 


———— 


light herein. The great worke ot the Apoſiles | 
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fore p:eſcrited, our firſt enquiry muſt be af- ' 
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that this opinion commonly ftands upon : 
yet in regard I know no clearer principle co 
demonſtrate ( for bare conjeQures are no 
proofs ) the worke of the generation from, 


then this taken for granted , thar we are fal- 


 leninto that age in which the Fewes ſhall be cont- 
verted; and alſo in regard ic is received for a 


truth ( and ſo in caſe of miſtake I ſhall not—-—._ 


be the tirſt ) by many late Chriſtian Wricers 


of worthy memory , yea with much conti- 
dence afferted by the Jewes themſelves, 


though under. anot 
whar we truly call it of converſion to Chriſt 


, 


her notion , then whe + 


as Manaſſeh Ben? Tfrael, in his Book entituled, 


The hope of Tjrael , Set, 29. 32. 35, 36. is 
proof; I ſhall therefore endeavour co give 
you ( wich as much clearneffe and brevity as 
I mzy ) the ſubſtance of rnaggight, which 
by che labours ef godly judiciGus men, hath 


been ler into that Scripture, which is maine | 


Bright 


bottom to this opinion, leaving the Reader Arch 
'to judpe, and a little eime te manifeſt the ves ex. 


rity or falſity of what is waiceen, the which 
we have, Dun. 12. vey. 1. comp. with 11, 1.2: 


where Daniel hath a promife made tohim of _ 


his peoples d: liverance, and that at a certaine 


time when Michael! thould ſtand up, at that 
tte ſball thy people be delivered; (which worda—- 


( as I conceive }comprehend bockt the brgin< 
nirg, and conſummarion of their deliver+ 


" E ance 
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E —- : 
ance, to which two dittin& times are affign- 
cd, at afterwards.  ) Now becauſe this thing 

-2—was a great ſecret , and Daniels affeRion to 
Gods glory , and the good of his own peo- 
ple, tranſported him with defire co know 
the particular time , he therefore moves the 
Q-eftion , When ſhall this be ? How long (ball it | 

N be to theend of theſe wonders ? verſ. 6. Anſwer 1 
hereto is made fo darkly, that Daniel heares, ' 

Y bur underſtands not;& therfore althoughin { | 
l 

6 


& ©: words far different,yet (as by the following 
- Yawſwer appears aiming ſtil at the ſame thing 
e puts the Queſtion again : What ſbel/ be the 
end of theſe things ? Anſwer then is made to | «c 
! ver. 13,12. And from the time that the daily ſa- || 3, 
crifice ſball be taken away , and the abomination | 
that maketb deſolate ſet up , there [ball be a thou-. Þ 1, 
ſand two bundred and ninety dayes. Bleſſed is hee | b 
that wiitetb, cometh to the thouſand tbree .# . n 
4 bundred and five and thirty dayes. The mean- }} c: 
-7-ing whereof ſeems to be rhig, that the begin= | 1; 
3 ning of the delivery of Daniels peoples ( viz. || g 
the Fewes ) ſhould fall eur atbouſand two bun- || is 
 dredand ninety dayes (14.8. (0.many yeares, a 7 
— day fora yeare being the Scripture account, | th 
as Numb. 14. 34. Ezek. 4-456.) after the i a& 
taking away of the daily ſacrifice , and the ſetting © Fe 
_ 1p the abomination that maketh deſolate, and 45 . 
- yeares after that ( for ſo many days hath che 
ſecond number more then the firſt ) the gut 
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trouble, which the Scripture not onely bere, but © 
elſewhere ſo plentifully reveals ( as Ezek, Chap. 
37, 33, 39+ Joel 3. 1,2. Zach. Chap. 12. and 
14. 1, 2. ) will attend that people mn their be- 
ginning to ſecke the Lord, and David their King, 
ſball they be delivered froſt by the ftanding of Mi- 
chael their Prince, as verſ. 1. Which becauſe 
till that day their deliverance ( though be- 
gan before thall riot be compleated, chere- 
fore is the bleſſing annexed not to the firft, 
but to the latter time. Bleſſed is bee that wait- 
eth and cometh to the 1335. dayes- 

The great knot here is ( for the untying 
of which more light would be welcome: ) 
When the taking «way of the daily ſacrifice,&+ the _ 
ſetting up of the abomination" that maketb hes 
late (which is to be the head of our account F< 
e || badits accompliſhment , and here the variety of 
e of mens judgments bath brought forth vacious 
conje&ures, which not in this place to ſcan, 

T ſhall pitch on that which ſeems to carry 
greateſt probability of truth with ic, which 
is the opinion of thoſe that bring ic down to 
Julians time, 'uhwwtixing upon ( as the mark 
they begin their accouſſ at ) that particular 
att of his of endeavourtng ( by ſetting the—=—+— 
Fewer thereabouts) the re-edifying the Tem-« + 
ple at Jeruſalem, and fo thereby in malice 
and oppofſgtion to Chriſt and Chriſtian wor- | 
Yiſtip, to reforeJadaifine, and Jewiſh - i _ 
OE The : 2 *F RH —_— 
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thips ar dvhich time a fearfeull Earch-quake 
in the night did overturn allthar, they had 
builrc in the day, yea threw the very fuunda- 
- tion ſtones of the Templeour of their places, 
which.before hed never been removed, 
Now the reaſofls why a fixation here is 
rather to be choſen » then any where elle, | 
mY 


« TR... STEM 


B:tauſe if we make any ather at ſince | 
Chrift before this, the Head of our account, | 
- thetime is already; expired , and yer the Jewes 
notdelivered: '''-. -. 
2. Becauſe, Nod whatſoever could more 
Pol, EY Lt, patty agree oithe words them elves; then this of 
Jgtians, which was an abomination of the bigheſt 
to ns the ſetting up of -Zewiſh-worſh 
Tis when God bad thrown it downe ; and that ouz * > 
* deſigne to throw downe Chriſtian worſhip which 
'God bad ſet up: and fuch an abominailon as 
brought a deſolation, and an utter removall | - 
ofthe daily ſacrifice, the Temple-ground, the | | 
only place of ſacrifice, being at this time loſt, | 
it $294 or although the daily ſacrificedid ceaſe be- 


ATA 6B @=XX -@aam nn S ©S -. 


fore from Titus time, by whem the Templef| \ 
was ruined, as it Mo did all che time cha F 
Tjrael was in Babylon, whilſt rhe firſt Tem 

lay waſft, yet properly could it not 5/8 ff: 


then or nogy, nor no more now then than, 
befaid co be taken away, becauſe the Temple- 


Pos to wh - as « che only hehoey® 
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the Jewiſh worſhip was tied, whereon a new ? 
Temple mighr be builc, was ſtill remaining. 
1 F Bur ac this cime, not onely the foundatiun — 
”- | flones being thrown up, bur che very Tem- Bo 
,  ple-ground being loft in the Earth-q3ke, tc is 
not impraper to ſay, the daily ſacrifice was ta- 
: ken way. ' 
” 3. This likewiſe ſeems beſt” to apree to the 

1 word of Chriſt himſelf concerning the deſtrudtion 
© 7 of the Temple, Ma'. 24.2. There (half not be left 
> | one ſtone upon another which ſbal not be thrown 
* | downe. For although the Temple was de. 

moliſhed by Titus, yet the foandation ſtones 

'© | did fill lie one upon the other; but now=__ 
ff this aft of Iulians brought ſuch.a deſolarion, | = 
ſt thatas the building was ruined formerly, fo 
>| the very foundation now had not a ſtore left 


h upon a flone 3 which punctually. agrees co 
| Chriſts own words, 

14 3—And icis obſervable that Chriſt himſelfe 
makes this ſetting up of the abomination of deſs- 
y lation , foretold by Daniel, the immediate 
"" fore-cunner hereof, verſ. 3. comp. wich 15. 
* which according to what hath been ſaid, 


was both immediate fore-runner, and cauſe 

iS alfo. 

4=Now for the preciſe time of this Helliſh 
exploit, there are amoneft Hiſtorians foure 

Chow many more, I know not ) differenc 

accounts of the particular yeare in whictr 
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the ſame was ated;chough all I have bither- 
 -.” to ſeen orheardof, conclude it to be within 
IJ he:year of our Lord 360, or 367. yet whe- 
: —þ theror nothrough ſome miſtake in Crono- 
; lJogie the difference may not be ſomewhat 
wider, I cannot determine, though judge it | 
yery unlikely that it can , or ſhould be 7 
much. | 
Accounting therefore (that we may draw 
b.. toa head.) from the year 366. ( and the ra-- | 
her, becauſe the very year Daniels firftnum- 
| .$ berofdayes, will from thence fall in with, 
is'already made famous by generall expe&a- 
| tions of ſome rerrarkable thing to be done 
therein)& the beginning of the Jews delivery, |, 
 _,. Js likely tobe, cither in the year it ſelfe, or 
15s thereabours of our Lord , - for adding 
366. ( the ſuppoſed year of Chrift, wherein 
Iulian did this ) to Daniels, 1290. and there 
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Mis made up the full ſumme (neither over nor 
under ) of 1656.” which if when that time 
ſhall come we fee accompliſhed, we need not 
chen make jt a queſtion, whether 45. years 
after theiy deliverance ſhall be compleated, 
or not, Daniel having foretold , that in his 
lat number of 1335. which he that ſhal take 
but 30, from the 300. and adde the ſame to 
» the 35, will find that made up 45. 'and the 
for:going number of 1290. to remain. 
Aud decauſe this geckoning is but HL later 
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times, it is not therefore to be rc3<Red , but—— { 

rather to be received ; becauſe Daniel himſelf 

tells us, that che rruth of this Prophefic wes 

to b: ſcaled up till the time of the end, az v. 

4. 9. Which is alſo a n:anifeſt argument, thac 

this cannot relate (unlefle in a typical way ) 

to the times and ftory of Axztiochus Epiphanes, 

as ſome godly and learned men would carry... / © 

It, gn ln 

— If any by calling in doubr the ching it 
ſelfe, viz. Whether ever ſuch a thing-as the 
Jewes converſion ſhall be ; queition che. whole : 
My anſwer to ſuch is, that could 1 with thac 
clearenefſe demonſtrate the time of ir , as 
( through the Lords aſliſtance ) it is eaſie co. 
doe the thing it ſelfe ( werethis the'place for, 
the doing thereof) I ſhould have ſuſpe&ed 
my ſelf to have injured truth, had | dropped 
doubtrfull words concerning the ſame. - 

Yet becauſe this anſwer is none ac all,and 

I would not have any take bare words for 
Arguments, and yet amloath here, nelther 
is ic proper to ſtartthe Queſtion ; therefore 
ſeccing aftde the joynt and concurrent teſti- - -; 
mony of every of the Pcophets of the Old 4 
Teſtament ( Tonab only excepted, which is;  * 
rather a Hiſtory then a Pcophecye ) in this , 

thing, the truth whereof is noc much morg © 

difficule to prove, then to afficm : I ſhall on- ' 

ly commend eo ſuch that of Paul, Rom. 11. 
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A Word to this Generation, 


who ſpeaks expreſly not of ſpirituall, but of 
naturall Tew2s, whom theretore he all alo 

oppoſerh co the Gentiles, calling them alſo 
branches broken off , which cannot be ſpiritt- 
a?! branches. but naturall, verſ. 21. and the 
ſame broken eff, thali be graftcd iq again, v. 24. 
Audthi: not done only one by one in con- 
tinuance of time, bur ( according to that of 
1/a Chap. 66.8. ) in a manner all at once, 
vr. 25, 26, And fo all Tjrael (hall befaved--= 


hich as yec we have never frcen, and yet 


becaute Scripture ſpeaks it are to believe it, 

Tus according ro prelent light £ both of 
what TI have received from others, Þnd have 
been able to adde of my owne ) a diſcovery 
.of the age we live in hath beene made, and 
found ro be thar in which the great worke of 
I;raels redeniption is moft likely to be ctic- 
ed. . | 

2. Our next thing is ( that we may walk 
in the parh before laid downe ) to obſerve 
whet thoſe glorious and remarkable things are, 
146 eccomplifrment whereof God bath foretold & 
promiied m aud about theſe nmes. 

And here give me leave to ſay , that when 
I rake avicw of what holy :Scoipture hath 
rceorded of that time in which 1fracl ſhall. 
rum to their own Land, and alſo-to- the 


- Lord, and David their King; that I do firide 


Lis oge'( none rmore_) full of worldery3.toall 
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which, Gods glorious worke of redeeming $i- 
on, licerall Sion, or the Tewes irom cheir 
long captivity 3 and ſpirituall Sion, or the 
Gentile Churches, from Antichriftian bond- 
age (is asit were ) the Axis upon which 
they turne, | 00 ; 
Now to enumerate Each partieular of 
thoſe eranſaftions. that Scripture tells us 
ſhall fall our in this age , is not my intent, 
; butonlyrto takenorice of ſome of the chief, 
E4 Cans fuchras are moſt free (ron gueeption ) 
{ 7-for thedireRing of us to that wilkth is our 
7 Afpeciall worke in this generation, Whicts 
| an 7] ON 
I. Ifrac]'s Redemption ; which alkhough 
by mentioning here againe, I raay ſeeme to 
tautologize, yet muſtI doeit, this-being 
the firſt and great thing promiſed, which, 
therefore we have before proved, and: made 
uſe of as a mark to deſcry the reſt by. | 
j-—2» 4 large and plentifull converſfion- of Gen- 
"* tiles tothe Lord, as I/@ '2. 3. Many people 
ſhall ſay, Ccme zee , let w goe up to the moun- 
taine of the Lorc--- Which thar ir felates to 
the time in and about which rhe Jewes ſhall 
be converted is clear, verſ..5, O houſe of Facob 
( i.g. ye Fewes, as diftinguiſhed from the 
Nations before ſpoken of ) Come yee, and let 
us walbe in the light of the Lord. And yet more 
elcar, Mice 4.2. comp. with verſ; 6.7, Sg 
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58 A Word to this Generation, 
Eſay 60. 3, 4, 5» Lift up thine eyes round about 
and ſee, all they gather themſelves togetber, they 


come #a thee == theabunda'ice of the Sea ( or N1t- . 


tions ) ſball be converted unto thee , the forces vf 
the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee. Which that ic 
—is ſpoken'of che Jewer is cleare, becauſe they 
are diſtinguiſhed from the Gentiles ; and that 
the time of their redemption is here ſpoken of, 
. appeares, if you looke back to Chap. 59. 20. 
comp. with Rom. 11. 26,S0 Z1ch. 2, 11. Many 


nations (ball be joyned to the Lord in that day-- © 


What day is that ? See, ver. 12. When the Lord 
ſhall inherit Fudah bis portion in the holy Land, 
end ſball chooſe Feruſalem againe. So Zech. $. 20, 
21,22, 23. To all which adde, Rom. 11. 25, 
26, where the Apoftle ſpeaking of the conver- 
fion of the Fewes, mentions alſo a fulnes of the 
Gentiles about chat time comming in, 
" 3- Uniting Saints that differ. Zech. 14. 9. In 
that day ſball there beone Lord,and bis name one ? 
And when (hall this be? why, then, wher: all 
Nations ſhalbe gathered togetber againſt Feruſalem 
to battle, as v2r. 2. So Z-pba.3. 9. I will turne to 
the people a pure language , that th2y may all call + 
upon the Name of the'Lard, to ſerve bim with one 
conſent.Divifion of languages made a diviſion 
of men, bae when Gods people ſhall eome to 
have a pure, unbroken language, all to ſpeak one 


and the ſame thing , diviton amongft Saings 
ſhall ceaſe,and ch 
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ſhall be union : bur when = 
_  thall:: 


iy 
2" 

3 
ef 

: 
Fit 
. 

: 

> 


; 


: Ea : ” 
” - ry d - . _ " LES © g 6 
Wo - + Lt SS nt a CO AID TN . 4 P 
pe - = 2 4% "__ . Od. « ” —_ ” "I C 
4 > Fm HR” ” Y 


* 58D 
a ps 


ſhall this be? See, ver. 20. At that time will T 
 brinf you-again , even in the time that I will ga- 
ther you, for I will make you (i. ec. Iſrael, diftin- 
guiſhed from 5 people)a name,and a praiſe 
among all people If the earth, when I turne back, 
your captivity before your eyes , ſeith the Lord. 
So Efay 11. 13. The envie of Ephraim ſhall de- 
part, and the adterfariei of Fudab be cut of : E- 
phraim (hall not envie Judab , and Fudab ball not 
vexe Ephraim, When ſhall chis be ? the fore- 


' going verſe tells us-- He ſhall aſſemble the ot=—— 


cafts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſper ſed of 
Fudab, from the fonre corners -of the earth. So 
Chap. 5 4. 13. All thy children ſhall be taught of 
the Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of thy Chil- 
dren, ( which may as well be underſtood of 
outward, as inward peace, for all being taught 
| of God,they ſhall notjar amongſt themſelves.) 
ut when ſhall this be? why, then, when 
as theFewes which now arebarren, as a wid- 
dow, and a wife of youth refuſed, as ver, 1. 4- 
"6, ſhall be received into favour againe. 
= 4+ Pulling downe of high and lofty things : un- 
If der which as principall, or Head we are to 
comprehend the man of Sin, or Romiſh Anti- 
chriſt, 1faj. 2, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 17. The 
lofty looks of man ſhall be bumbled,and the baugh- 
tines of men ſhall be bowed downe, end the Lord a- 


bone ſhall be exalted in that daysFor the day of the - 
+ Lord of boftes ſball be uptn every one that is proud _ 
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| So Cpap. 30. laſt -Tophet (the pit of deltcu+ - 


and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and 
he (ball be brought low. And upon all the Cedars 
of on, that are bigh and lifted up, and upon 
all the Oakes of Baſhan. Aud upon all the high 
. mountaines,qnd upon all the hillsgþat are lifted up. 
And upon every high Tower , and upon every fen- 
ced wall, and upon all the Ships of T anſbiſb,and 
on all pleaſant piqures, And the loftines of man 
ſhall b bowed downe , and, the baughtines of men 
fball be made lyw : and the Lord alone ſball be ex- 
alted in that day. _ 


x—The meaning of all theſe metaphoricall | 


expreſſions is onely this, That at this time the 
day of the Lord, the day 6f the Lord ſball be upon 
all the ftrength and glory of the Creature , upon all 
bigh and lofty things and per ſons,that exalt them- 
ſelves above the Lord Chrift, to the pulling of them 
downe. But when ſhall chis be ? then when the 
mountaine of the Lords houſe (hall be exalted above 
the bills, and all Nations ſhall flow untoit, yer. 2. 
the time ( as even now was proved) of the 
Fewes converſizn. So Eſay 24. 21. And it ſpall. 
Come to paſſe in that day, that the Lord ſhall puniſh. 
the boſt of the bigh ones that are an bigh , and the 
Kings of the Earth, upon the Earth, When ſhall 
this be? See ver. 23-When tbe Lord of hoſts (ball 
raigne its mount Sion, and in Jeruſal:m,and before 
bis ancients ( the people of ancient times cho- 
ſen, and in Coyenant wich him ) glorzauſly.. 
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Concerning the Work of the Generation. 


&ion *) # oraained of old, yea f# the King it is 
prepared == The meaning is,not onely an eter- 
nall ( as ſome Carry it ) but, terporall ruine 
ſhall attend great ones.-But when ſhall this 
be 2. To that I anſwer ; Although in the type 
it was fulfilled upon Senacherib King.of Afy- 
rizand his Armies; yet the whoſe Chapter, 
eſpecially from v2r.18. hath relation to ano- 
ther time, which is that we are ſpeaking of, 
of che Fewes converſion, as is evident, ver. 19. 

' For the people ſhall dwell in Sion at Feruſalem : * 
thou ſhalt weepe 10 more. But rhore cleare, ver. 
26. The light of the Moone ſhall be as the light of 
the Sun-- In the day*®that the Lord bindeth up the 
breach of his people, and bealeth the ſtroke »f their 
wound. 

—5. The eſtabliſhment of Fuſtice and righteouſ- 
nes #1 the world, as Eſay 1. 26,27. And 1 will re- 
ſtore thy Fudges as at the firſt;and thy Counſellours 
4s at the beginning : afterwards thou ſhalt Wwealled 
the Citie of righteouſnes. the faithfull Citie. Zion 
ſhall be redeemed with judgement, and ber Con- 
verts with righteouſnes. Chap. 54. 14. Inrigh- 
teouſnes ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed : thou ſhalt be far + 
frem oppreſſion =- So Chap. 69. 18--I will make 
thine Officers peace , and thine exa(Jours righte= 
ouſneſſe. Violence ſhgll no more be beard in thy 
Land, waſting nor deftruion within thy borders; 
_ Gut thou ſhalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy 
- gates praiſe, Theſe' places ( as already __ 
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| - 62 A Word to this Generation, 
been ſhewns) looking all co thetimg of the 
$ Fewes redemption. . X 
” A,-=6, Thepowring ont of more abundance of tbe 
T Spirys, Joel 2. 28. Andit ſball come to paſſe af- 
terwards that I will powre out of my Spirit upon all 
Fefb = When ſhall chis be ? even chen, when in 
Mount Siomgand in Feruſalem ſhall be deliverance, 
as ver. 32. or mare clearely, then when God 
ſball bring again the captivity of Fudah and Jeru- 
ſalem, as Chap. 3. 1. For although Peter ( As 
2. ) ſpeakes of theſe words as fulfilled in his 
time, yet was that onely in the Beginning, 
' - the powring down of the Spirit then being not 
: ſo generall as thut heereqromiſed, and that 
which ſhall be upon the comming in of the 
Fewes. So Zech. 12.10. And I will powre upon 
the bouſe of David,and upon the inhabitants of Fe= 
Tuſalem, tbe Spirit of grace and ſupplication. So 
E ſay 32.15. Untill the Spirit be powred upon us 
| fromgn bigh = It is obſervable that the giving 
L737 —forth of the Spirit ar chis'cime is ſer both by 
this word ofpowring,noting abidance that ſhal 
” thenþegiveh forth,more then in former ages. 
| . Az an effc& of the former , Increaſe of 
i light-and* grace ;, as Eſay 30. 26. Morecver, the 
F . light of the Moone ſhall be as the light of the Sun, 
and the light of the Sun ſhal] be ſcu:nfold, as the 
light of ſeven dayes; inthe day that the Lord bind= 
 .etbup the breach of his people, an1 bealeth the 
ſtroke of their wound. Chap. 5 2. $-They ſpall ſee- _ 
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43. The exaltation of the Lord Chrift alone as 


Earth — All which places I have already pro- 


- a 
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amp 


is feeble in that day , ſhall be 4s David, and the 


 Tijrael, as ver. 21, 23. 


Viz, the things foretold to be done in this 


Concerning the Work of the Generation. .63 
eye toeye ( i-e:clearly ) when the Lord ſhall 
bring againe Sion. See both, Zech. 12. 8-He that ©. 


bouſe of David ſhall be as God, 4s the Angel of the 
Lord before them. Which that it relates to the 
time of the Few call the whole Chap. is proof. 


King, T/a.2 1 #-Thf Lord alone ſhall be exalted in 
that day. Chap. 24. 23 - The Lord of boſtes ſhall 
reigne in mount Sion, and in feruſalem,and bef-re 
bis ancients gloriouſly.Cap. 3. 3.4-Out of Sion ſhall 
go forth the Law , and the word of the Lord from 
Feruſalem, And be ball judge among the Nations. ' 
Zech. 14. 9. The Lord ſhall be King over all the 


ved to ſpeake of this time. So Eſay 33. 22-- 
The Lord is our King , be will ſave us. When is 
this ? Anſ. then when Jeruſalem ſpall be a quiet | 
babitation. ver. 20. Looke wfto Sion, the Citie of 
your ſolemnities : Thine eyes ſball ſee Ferulalem a 
quiet habitation = EzeF! 37. 24. And David my 
Servant ( Chriſt of whom David was type ) 
fpall be King ever them - And to what time==5F 
doth this looke? to that time in which Tſrael- - *'Þ 
and Fudah ſhall be gathered together, and 
brought co their own Land, and be made a- 
gaine one Nation upon the mountaines bf 


- Thus I have done with the ſecond thing, 
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64 © . AVorato this Generation, | 


_—_— The third is'to © ſerve the ohh ble diſpen- 
J ſations of God towards the age wee live in : and 


in caſe upon enquiry theſe be found to an- 
ſwer to what God hark foretold tHey ſhall be 


ted, then this will not onely ferve for diſco- 
' very of the thing in hand, wherein the worke 
of this generation lies ; buc alſo adde a beame 
of light unto the former, viz. That wee are 
fallen inte that age in which the Jewes ſpall be 
| converted. 

| - %=s3 here | would carry chis along with 
| me, that in regard az yet things are but com- 
ming on, therefore many things before this 
generation is over may be tran ſaQed which yet 
we fee little of. Bur in caſe it appeare chat 


things foretold agd promiſed , have wenot 
ground then to hope ( things comming on 
apace cvery day ) chat, before this generation 
expires, weeſhall (te moſt, if not all fully ac- 
compliſhed. 
© pab'2y us then compare what God hath pro- 
miſedro the age we ſpeake of with preſenc 
-T niſdro the and ſee what way Gods difpen/a- 
tions are making, or have already made to- 
wards the performance of them. | 


- faire way madeto that already by that gene- 
0 20u RM they have' of their _ 
- __ comming 


in that age tn which the Fewes ſhall be conver= 


tranſa&ions beginialready to agree with the 


r. For the bringing in of the Fewes, is noe * IX 
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comming in this age , as Menaſſeb Ben ljrael 
( before quoted ) is witneſle, ſef. 29. 35. as & 
a!ſo by that light that at preſent is amongſt 'B 
them ( which the aforeſaid Author in ſeve- | 
rall of his Se&ions declares) into many of pi 
thoſe prophecies of the old Teftament which 4 
dire&ly point at their call. | ] 
' 2, or the Converſion of Gentiles, Not ta I 
ſpeake of the great converſions of late neere i x 
hame in poore Wales, and ſome parts of Ire- 4 
land ;-and the hopefull way wee are in by the 1 
going out daily of poore deſpiſed labourers 
into the Lords vineyard of a large Harveſt : 
is it not admirable that in this age, and 'that 
within a few yeares each of other, the Weft-—_ 
and Eaſt Indies both, ſhould be enlightned with © 
tbe Goſpel, which never heacd it before, veri- 
fying that, Mal. 1. 11. For from the riſing of 
the Sun, even unto the going down of the ſame, my 
Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles , and in 
- every place incenſe ſhall be offered unta my Name, 
and a pure offering , for my Name ſhall he great a- 
mong the Heathen, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 

3. As forthe uniting of Saints that diferg 
a!though heere wich griete wee mult confelle 
the breath is yet too wide, yet v.nat joy and 
comfort wee may alſ{o tiuly ſay it is not fo. 
wide as lately ic was, many cloling, and lo- 
ving one another in moſt parts of the Naci- 
on, Who five, nzy two poſes agoe coyld Nor 
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.doit:and if folictcle time haye made fach a 
Þblelſca b-ginning, what may we expeCt from 
-NIOTe ? 

4. Andas for the pulling cowne of bigh and 
lojty things, if our age beare not witnelſe of 
_ thi ir doth: of nothing ; tor doth nor the 
p—vbols world cing againe with the noiſe that 

hath been made tarough che late falliof Re- 
gall and Epiſcopal! powers in England? 
= 5.'For the tabliſhment of juſtice and righte- 
oxſnes,though we want in re{pe& of what we 
would have; yet all unprejudiced perſogs 
muſt aakedly confefſc a good foundation to 
be already laid in order to the ſame, and as 
ſome hopctull beginnings thereupon, fo our 
ſeives to be in a fairer way by far for more, 
then we were 16 or 20 yeares ago : whichra 
little time wee hope will ripen to perfe@ion. 


'6. "And for the powring out of the Spirit 
= Pp g f prit, 


ough it ought to be our griefe wee have ſo 
little ofic, yer cannot Gods people in this 
ape, without great ingratitudeto the Father 


of merciecs, but acknowledge that he hath i 


kerein alſo becn more bountiful unto them, 
then unto others of his deare children, and 


their fellow ſervants in the foregoing age 3- 


though theſe then wick chat little they had, 

better, and more obedient to thetr Father, 
then wee now : apd as we haveground for 
hope, fo is it our x aol to beleeve fog yer more. 


| 7. And 
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7, And as: for increaſe of light ( wichod Job, 
cranſyreſſing the Rules of modeſty , or cxal-Z# Jt 
op i 


ting our ſclves in this preſent age, in refti» 
f fication of our thanktulne(s to him ——_— 
whom our light is ) we may cruly,and hums $755 
bly ſay, thac this preſent age hath broughe 1 SM 
forth tome truths, eſpecially thoſe which'g./ tf 
| concerne Chrifis Kingdome, which cill now ; © 68 
| have not with that clearenef{c been revealed, 5, om 
in any ſince the Apoſtles times. 1-21 2 y 1... Jo 1 
$: AndLaſtly, For the exaltation of Chriſt #* __ cd 
a King, whenever was there a time ( fince the* ©/* nw 
Apoſtles )) that could ſhew halfe ſo many” I 

Churches as at this day are to be ſcene in 

Enpland, and elſewhere ? yea when {ince the oh [+ 
beginning was Chriſt ever in ſo faire a way/../C @p 
fo be King over the world ! and when {3,r ... x 
much worldly power 4 the hands of godly z. 1/6. 
mENn as al this day ! 717 c 2 Zou won dv ro 
- ' Sothatin wit” Falflee to this age, we, ;-- 2 
may already begin to read thoſe very things,,.q ,.« 
he hath forervtd (hall be in that age in which uy... - 
| ws Jewes (hall be converted, which ( as hath 0 o 
been b:fore proved } is this ape we live in, ye Hr FI dl 
><And the more tis this to be coniidered , 0000 
3: | cauſe iſperſation being char which piverh call Hm if 
2, to the Wworke of the generation , it 1s enough tar 
ry ( ſuppoling we had no other proofe) in caſerorc _ 
webchold preſent dijpenſation?, pointing ta” Za 
ſuch and ſuch things, ro ki 
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by _ w-rke of this age: yet in regard light burdens 
no man,and the lovers of truch are never of- 
' fended with rruch for its clearenefſe , there- 
a Hons fore this Rule ( which alone gives ſo much 
a LA into the worke, as that ic will be (as 
ap ,» /haih been before cleared) fin in that man, 
7/7 who wiltully thutring hiscyes to the ſame 
g'-5 - negletts the worke ) is here brought in, hand 
or; hand with others, of no lefſeevidence and 

yo bw cs -pemonftrarion then ic (elfe, 
4% Our fourth Rule formerly laid Jdowne, 
ad bh eo obſerve what worke that is which is moſt ra- 


S 


£2. fipartly there ( as was then proved) doth lie 
| the worke of the generation. Now here conſider 
FX Ka, what are thoſe things the Devill rageth a- 
p ainſt, and the world fain would hinder in 
| 0 this age. | 
4 gs go lo omit the firſt becauſe the worke not ap- 
- . as yet ( though wehope God is ma- 
ing a way thereto ) the Devill doth not as 
»yet appeare openly ( in this age more then 


"15 


9 77 to the nexr. 

-+#27. I8not the Converſion of Sinners one thing 
raged apiinſt ? Wirnefle the many obſtrugi- 
Wa" ons in the way of propagating the Goſpel : 
-4 a 
as we of ings to Sinners therein revealed, and alſo to 


" y men becauſe M chanicks; wtkonGod 
(22. fox. of range io macs "52, BN 


torr £4 againſt by the Devill and wicked men, for or- 


Re end 


g>»+:<bformerly) for ro oppoſe the ſame, But to come | 


the oppoſition to the Dofrine of glad rtyd- 
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; in many places with happy ſuccefſe is plca- 
j ſed in this nay to make ule of, for declaring 
| of them. 

s noc the prevention of uni amangſt 


* Saints another, by fomenting divilzons 
through Jeſuiticall praQtices, and thereby 
drawing them into parties, and then ſecting 
one partie againſt che ochec ? | - 

And is not this another , the puiliny dow? 
of high and lofty ones ? doth not the world A 
nerally ftocme to ſee Kings and Biſhops pluc- 3 
ked from their ſeats? As one of thery party ſaith, 

Had he bad 4 hand in the pulling dawn? of Regal 
or Epiſcopall power, be ſhould thinke bimſelfe to 
have committed the ſin againſt the Holv Ghoſt. 

-—>And who kno wes not the oppolition that 

=" the eſtabliſhment of juſtice and righteouſneſs meets 
with at this day in the world? | 

| _—=Yea farther, isnart the Spirit a thing mack- 
ed at, you have the Spirit z theſe gagymecn of 


| the Spiric, &c. And the very terme of new 7 
| light is not onely diſtaſtefull, but reproach 


| K - _— : by 
———Tocgonclude what wayes have been of lare * 
; yeares to prevent and root nut if pollible 


Chriſts Kingly Government in bis Churches ?*and # 
are at this day to obſtrutt che ſaine, which is * . 
hoped to be now rifing overthe world, is ap» © 
parent, to all men, * A 

Thus we fee that the very things Satan—47; 


—_ __ 
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rageth againſt, are the ſame that the Prophe- 
cies of 0]d have foretold, and the diſpenſations 
ot God call for in this preſent age. 
5- Wee have but one Rule of diſcovery 
more, ( prayer excepted, which is Cloſet- 
worke) and thar is to obſerve what ſpirituall 
eniightned Saints haye upon their hearts, as the 
worke ef the generation. And although heere } 
Cannot enter Into mens hearts,yet this | may 
) ſay to far as my own acquaincance leads me, 
] have ever obſerved the pulſes of the moſt 
ſpiritual enlightned Saints beating this way: 

N ard the publique. defires of many for things 
\W of this nature, Thewes how others ſtind in- 
N clined rowards the doing of them, 

Thus you may. ealily perceive whitherro 

all theſe Rules tend, each of which ſtanding 
upon firme round, as hath becn before de 
 Clared. AF £-0-<-0-0/0-5 Ihe. 
—— Theeags!u[ion then (putting all roge- 
ther } is this ; That the worke of the preſent gc- 
neration, which Saints are bound t9 attend unto, 
e& be ci w- in, Hes principally in theſe things. 
The eap-rſiom of the Fews, Propagation of the 

(5 \gell, in order to a greater barveſt of Gentiles. 


| 7s Saints. ( Chriſt; myſticall bogy.) into one. 
Pulling downe of all high and lofty things. and per= 


| WA Gott in a we; I for a prober 
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fas that orpoſe CHifts The eftabliſkment of Fu-' 
ftice and Rigbteoujneſſe #1 the world. Striving 
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depree.of bis ſpirit , more light and grace then 
Saints in former generations hay bad ; topether 
with the exaltation of Chriſt 2s King both in ls 
Churches, and alſo ov{r the world. Which aft, 
conſidering how that all the reſt are in' a 
way of ſubſ{erviency thereunto, and doas it 
| were centre therein, for theretore are Jews 
and Gentiles at this time to meet tog-rher, as 
Subje&s under one Prince, that this Kingdom 
ofhis might be great, and full of Subjz&s'; 
therefore ſhall divifions among his people 
ceaſe, that his Kingdome might be quier and 
peaceable ; therefore (hall hiph and lofty ones 
be pulled downe , that Chriſt might have nh 
Competitor, or Check-mate (as I may fav ) 
in this his Kingdome 3 therefore hal! juſtice 
and riphteouſneſſe be eſtabliſhed, thar ſo the 4 
>lory of his Kipgdame In chis reſpc& mighe © 
ſurpaſſe the glory of all Kingdomes before it; 
therefore ſhall there be mare of che Spirit, 
more light and grace given forth "— 

1 to the Gints, that ſo they might yeeld obed?- 

| ence to their King, not fo much from a Law 

' - withoat, asa principle of light & lov? wih= 
in. I ſay all centring in this latt, my utmoſt 
concluſion is, that the mafter-piece of wrke 

in this gen-ration is the Advancement of the, 


rm of Feſws Chriſt. 


D 


5. But bow may come to know or finde out 
that particular part, or parcel! of worke, which is 
| E-4 | *, "More 


b 
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me, 
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more properly my worke in my generation, and 

which God requires me to be aftiye in ? ſeeing it 
Cannot be tuppoled that any one man can be 

ative in the whole worke ; neither undoub- 
redly is ic required of him, 

In anfwer to this I ſhall in generall lay 
downe this ſeeming contrary Propoſition, 
= viz. That there is no part or peece of Generation- 
worke , but every Chriſtian man -or, woman may 
in ſome way be helpfull thereunto ; and ſo far 
as be may be belpfull, jo farre is be called to a&, 
and con ſ-quently becomes guilty of neglef? of ge- 
eration Worke in not ating, as, 

1. By prayer to God for the proſpering and 
| J carrying on of the worke. Thoſe who candoe 
| nothing elſe, are commanded to pray for the 
peace of Feru/alem , Plal. 122. 6. yea all that 
make mention k” the Lord in the day of 
Gods building Sion, are bound not to keepe 
ive God reſt tiH he eſtabliſh, and 
el] he mal Sa” aiſe inthe earth, Iſa, 

62. 6,7. 
2. E oy bumbling our - be fore God for that 
a what _ it be , whether found in the people of 
God, or inſt uments employd in the worke, or any 
other, that proves obſtruttive, anda hinderance to 
the worke. When tne fin of Ackan became an 
obftruQion to the worke of Toſhuab's age, Te- 
Þuab and the Elders of Iſrael rent their cloths, 
jd the earth on their feces, ; par duſt on their 
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beads, bumbling them {elves before God tor ic, 
Iſb. 7. 6. 
bf gar; ow although aQing in this manner (in 

caſe we can do nothing <lſe ) may ſeeme lit» 
tlein our eyes, yet inthe eycs of God it doch 
not ſo, who takes it exceeding well at the 
hands of his people , when they can ſerve 
their geteration no other way , that they doe 4 
it in this, 

When Iſrael had ſo provoked God that 
God was upon the point of deſtroying of 
them, as Dent. 9. 12, 13, 14. Moſes then falls” 
down betore God 4o. dayes, and 40. nights, 
and by prayer and faſting prevails with God, 
not only to ſpare them, but alſo by the ma- 
nifeftation of his preſence and glorious 
power, ſtill co go along with them, as Exod. 
33.14, 15. And how pleafing Moſes prayer=> 
to Godin this buſineſs was, appears, in that : 
the glorious diſcovery of Gods back-parts 
to Moſes, and proclamation of his name be- 
forc him(ſuch adiſcovery as never Moſes hims 
ſelfe az any other time, nor any man beſides 
him ever had )comes in as the ſruit of chis his 
interceding for the people, and in behalfe of 
the cauſe of God, as Exo. 33. 19. comp. with 
Chap. 3 4- 5.6, 7. Moſes did many glorious 
workes in his generation , which others could 
nottollow, yet God choofeth to make his 
glory paſſe before hi t in doing them, 
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bur that which every Saint may imitate him 
in. - 
— Daniel in-like manner , when as yet there 


| 4 o 
£4 wasno vilible way for publique aQings in 


that which now began to be the bulineſs of 
the generation, -1akes it his private work to 
firive with God by bumiliation and prayer for 
the ſame, as C:a», g. and how well God did 
like hereof, you have heard before, and the 
faccelſe of Daniets prayer ( verſ. 20, 21, 22, 
23. ) is ſafhcienc teſtimony. 


* 


-— 50 alſo N-bemiab, when the worke of his 


age lay out of his power to aW any thing 
therein, ſave only in this way af prayer and 
bumiliation , heas che other ( this being the 
common way of Gods people in fuch caſes } 
berakes himſelfe unto this worke of praying 
and mourning before God in reference to the 
ſame, Nehem. I. 4,5. &c. And how wonder- 


| , fully God was pleaſed herewith, the ſequel] 


of the ftory ſhews, for wichin 4. months af- 
ter (-his-proying and mourning being in the 
moneth Chiſl-4, verſ. x. ) the ninch moneth 
according to the Jewiſh account , as Zech. 7. 
I, In the 20, yeare of Artaxerxes, and the 
return thereof.in-the moneth Neſan , Chap, 
A. 1, the firſt moneth.after their. account, as 
Eftoer 2. 7, aadall in in the.fame year, as by 
comp. Cha. $. k. with'Chap. 2, 1. is evident ) 
(30d inan cxtraordinary way doth fo bring . 
W— | things 


i 
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chings abour, that this Nebemiab, the prayin EA, 
and mourning man tor Jeruſalems defolations, 
is furniſhed with commitlion and authority 


«A, 1 
I 
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hands of ſuch a one 
the party doing the 
fairhfull in bi: generati 
Yet becauſe many there be,whu befi 
general way of ating ( which is.a dzty com- 
mon to all ) may in: other more fpeciall 
ways be ſerviceable to their generaticiz, wha 
( yct neither their cal, nor opportunity: reach+ "M 
ing to the whole worke, bur ſome part of it ) : 
|. will be farther inquilitive how they ſhall 
know that particular part of generation worke, 
| which i more properly theirs. To the end that 
fuch may recrive fatisfaQion in this thing, I 
fhall defire them to goe along-with mce 
through theſe following Rules. 
\ 1. Obſerve what part of generation work that 
is that thou art in a capacity io do. Every man 
70 | is 
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 X 7 isnocina capacity to do the ſame peece of ge- 
; eration worke, bat one man is in a capacity co 


i do one peece of the worke ; another, anocher : 

D and alchough th: moce publique and gene- 

0 - Tallany mansemoloymencis, the more he - 

Is ina capacity to do, yet is there no man nn- 

lefſe we could ſappoſe ſome univeriail Ofi- 

cer over Nations and Churchcs, which 

7. 4.|mighe lawfally a& in every mans ſphere, 

#.5 |\which is in a capacity to do che'wh-zle warke ; 

Fx Obſerve therefore what warke thou arc in « 

a / Capacity to do. 

Dd And here ic will not be unnec-fſary to 
take into our mature confideration, the 
placeand fation God hath ſera man in, che 

peciall gift a man may have, thc light cev*1= 
— fed to him, together with the opportunitics 
that lie before him, either of which may put 
ſome men into a capacity beyond others, to 
aQt in ſome one buſineſſe of their generation, | 
_ rather then another. 
_— — ow what work ſoever any of theſe, or 
all of them joyned together , doe put a man 
Into a capacity of ating, the diſpenſations of 
that agecilling to the performance of ſuch 
things ( for in gen-ration worke (as hath been 
proved) diſpenſation gives the Ca ) a man 
may ſafely conclude that to be his worke in 
his generation , which as Gods diſpenſations 
call him co, ſo God himſelf will cicheg bere 
x5». | or - 
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or hereafter firialy require an account of 
him, how he hath done the ſame. 


--— 2, Obſerve what worke that is amongſt thoſe 
- things thou art in a capacity 'to do in thy generati- 


on, which the diſpenſations of God without , aud 
the bent or inclination of thy Spirit within , at 
ſuch time as the ſame is moſt ſpirituall, or thou 
baſt moſt intimate communion with God, calls for 


the preſent doing thereof. For it is moſt ng 


taine, that every ching that a man is in ace- 
pacity to do, he is not called alike to the do- 
ing of. I may be in a capacity to do many 
things in my generation, and my Calto ſome 
of theſe things may. be greater, to others leſſe: 
my Call may b: to ſome for the preſent, to 0- 
thers for the future. Now to find out which 
of theſe my Cal lies firſt unto . it is moſt n 


call loudeſt for , as that which is\ as it were ) 
the binge upon which the reſt of the worke 

oth turne ;'and which if n-gleFed , nothing 
elſecan, oris ever likely ( as it ſhould be. ) 
to be done : to which, although the eſſence 


cefſarary to obſerve which Gods diſpenſations E 


_ 6f the Call lies here ; yet if alſo here be addzd 


( rather as matter of inducement , then a 
bottome for a Call ) this other obſervarion, 


bt hu How my ſpirit ſtands .at ſuch times when I am 


moſt ſpirituall, moſt diſingaved from private inte= 


reſts, and moſt intimately familiar with God, and - 


moſt reſolvedto follow him-( which are che or-. 
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dinary times of the holy Spirics ſpeaking ) 
to the attempting of theſe things z and if then I 
find the impulſe ot my ſoule ttrongly bending 
and inclining that way, that the diſpenſations 
of G:d would lead me ; | may then conclude 
the diſpenſations of God without, and the Spirit of 
God within , as in themſelv-s thy ever agree, ſo 
I alſo new in witneſſing the ſelf-ſame thing to me, 
bat here doth lie that ſpecial peece of worke, 
which amongſt che things] am in a capacity 
to doe, God calls aloud for the preſent doing 


Oo 
——— The Call of a diſpenſation without ( viz; 
A+ Gods bring riſen to deliver his people ) and 

an inpulſe of Spirit within, putting man-like 
courage into a woman , was the only thing 
moved fael to attempt that dangerous, yer 
memorable a& of (laying Siſera, Judg. 5. 
24, 25. 

, what other Cail the Judges of Iſrael-- 
who ( Deborah 'the Prophetefle excepied 
were not Prophets, for the holy Ghoſt cal:s 
them Judges , and chat in a way of diftin&i- 

' on from Prophets, He gave them Judges a- 
bout the ſpace of 450. yeares, untill Samuel the 
Prophet, Atts 13- 20. Yea aiter Mojes, Samuzt 
Cota man } is ihe ticſt Prophet extraordine- 
rily gifred we read of, as Ads 3.24. Tea alt 
the Prophets from Samuzl, and thoſe that fol- 
low ater: I ſay whatCygll theſe Judges had: 
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( only Gideon, Sampſon, and Deborgh that we 
read of, having extraordinary Call, :excepr 
the Call of a diſpenſation , the bondage Gods 
people were in, and a ſecret impuſe of Spirit 
wrought in them by the Lord; ttirring them 
up to endeavour their deliverance: I cannot 
my ſelf determine, and therefore leave che 
doing thereof to others. 

3. Obſerve what peece of Genierat ion-worke 
1 that is , which when thou haſt venrared on-it, thou 
| Hbaft found God moſt eminently appearing to thee 
for thy encouragement, and alſo with thee for aſ- 
ſtance in doing of it ; and know that the proſecuti- 
on of that is properly thy worke in thy generation. 
Foſbuab'”s ſpecial] and principall worke in his 
generation , was the rooting out tht Cangan- 
ites, and it was in this worke that God did 
moſt eminently appeare to' Foſbudh , both for 
encouragement in the beginning of the en- 
terpriſe, as Ch. 1. 5, 6. and with his aſſiſtance 
carrying of it on, untill che ſame was perfe- 
Red, as the ſtory ſhews us. 


- 


4: Odſerve wr piece of generation work that 


5 which thou being in a capacity to do, in' doing of | 


art likely to meet with preate ft oppoſition, &- that 
from all hands, and ſtic dt as thy Yorke i 
thy generat ion. rift when he was here on 
earth, had two great wor, the one relating 
to'his Propheticall Office, which was to publiſh 
the'glad ridings of ſalvation; the ather co 
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his Prieſtly, which was todie for poor fin- 
nere. «In the firft of theſe he is oppoſed both 
| by che Devill, che world, and a profeſſing 
party ; and in the laſt by one from whom 
one would leaftexpett ic, even his beloved 
Diſciple Peter, ated by Satan to oppoſe him 
in this woſke. | | 
FE 5. Obſerve what peece of generatian worke 
\ _ Tf that i which when thou haſt had a call, an oppor= 
| tunity, and an inclination to doe it , and haſt not ſet 
about the ſame , God bath preſently withdrawne 
bimſelfe. __ 
| > Gods uſuall way is to check his peoples 
negle&s, eſpecially in generation worke by 
withdrawing bimſelfe, as hath bcen tally clea- 
red, in the foregoing diſcourſe under that 
branch diſcovering thg danger of negleQing 
generation worke in reſpe@ot our lotle of com. 
munion with God thereby. If therefore ſuch 
with-dr:wing thou art, or haſt been ſenſible 
of : and theſe to. gro y upon ſuch negle&s 
3 C leſt there come a greater after=cJap , this 
 —:=being bat Gods warning-piece ) mingſe be:- 
 terthen yetthou haſt dune, that orke, upon 
negle& ITY thou haſt ſeniibly found 
theſe with-drawings, and know rhe ſame is 
properly thy worke in thy generation. 
: . Obſerve what peece of generation worke 
S that is, which putting caſe thou wert to die, would 
make moſt for thy comfort if done ,, and moſt for 
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thy diſcomfort if negleHed; Some wothe cher \ 
ee [eg to do for God in their ge= 
nerations,, which if the Meſſenger of Death 
ſhouldcome, and the ſame not done, the 
heart would cry, O ſpare me alitile, that Tmay 
recover my ſtrength, to do this and the other worke 
nor yet done by me as it ſhould,” before T go bence, : 
ant be ud more feene. Now know this for —— 
taine that that worke which if I were now to "2 
die would affli& me becauſe not done, is my w j 


F 
. 


preſent wothe without delay to do: for that 
which I find will farther my joy in/tleath;} + 
may conclude is my duty ii my lifes andifa (;)* / 
duty in my life,and onely lifes preſent tline is y 
certaine tome, then may I affure 'myſelfe ic 
is my preſent worke ; the negle& whiereof as 
no pretetice how ſpecious foever can excuſe 
it, ſo the doing therecf will admit of rio de- 
layes, though there may ſeeme ever ſo great Y | 
cauſe in reaſon for the ſame. O have not—x> | 
then that worke to do ar death, the riegle& 1] 
whereof, though thou maift go to Heaven, 
will iſh thy Joy in thy journey? '* 

6. Af lftly. But bow may generation worke . 
be Carried'on, ſo as that God may be ſerved in the 
generation © 

In Anfwerheercto I'ſha!l Iay downe ſome 
Rules for direQion, and ſo conclude. 

' 1. Laboui? to fire! 0ut what the worke of thy , 
erneratponcles and in — things chiefly zt __— _- 


1.4 Word $0.this Generation,” 
right. principle-and & reQified, judgement 
mult; ever go before praftice, or. otherwiſe 
praiſe will be irregular. of is as. 
Now for our helpe herein ſome light al- 
ready, hath, been given in diſcuſſing.the two 
former queſtions; which by obſerviag, times 
þ and diſpenſations,. ſearching the Scriptures , con= 
of verſe with Saints, and:;ſeeking God,that Chriſti- 
b. an Who defares to be fqund in this worke, may 
for bis Qwn fatisfaGion adde-untg; which 
workeagvery needfull in this poingto.the end 
he may go by his awn! eyes, and not by 0- 
NErRerl heere commend to him, and leave 
Im. tO. - . To T3 ve 


| 422: Be bundles for it in caſe thou baſt failed 
JJ in 


mn the. worke of the former generation. Ig is ( as 

i - - hath been obſerved) Gods way to puniſh the 
' errors .of men in one generation, by blinding 

” - themto, and laying them by in the worke of 
another generation z which puniſhment in it 
ſelfe moſt ſad, hath yet a, particular diſpenſa- 
trongoing along with it, exempting all ſuch 
from the penalty who for their faings in 
the former generation, have taken ſhame to 
themſelves, publiſhing their former errors, 
and humbling themſelves for it in the next 
generation, which you may read, Ezek.43-10, 


may be afbamed of their iniquities, and let them 


Ky 
; + 
.. RM w , 


- 


1x. Son of man ſbew the houſe of Iſrael, that they. 
meaſure the patterne. Andif they be cſhamed of, | 


<4 min — 
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all that they bave done, ſbew them the forifle of the 
houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the goings ont 
thereof, and the commings in thereof, and all the 
formes thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and 

| all the formes thereof, and all the lawes thereof : 

7 and write it in their ſight, that they may keepe 

* | the whole forme thereof , and all the Ordinances 

; thereof, and do them. 

4 The Law of Reprievall exempting the 

p offendor from, this heavy penalty of being 
| blinded to, and caſt ont of the preſent worke of 
3 


God in the generation, he” lives in, is condjtjo= 
nal, if they be aſhamed, then ſhzw them= burin 
caſe they be not aſbamed;bug, flill juſtiie them= - ' 
ſelves in, and own theirformer errors, then. 


4 , 


d : 
s of neceſſity the contrary followes, ſhew Hen— < E- 
c not the preſent worke, but ply a let. them be ©& —- 
2 blinded to it, bide from them the forme of the 
f houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the goings out 
© | thereof, and the commings in thereof, and the Qr-_ 
= dinances thereof, and the lawes thereof : let all. 
h be hidden from them, and they laid dy as to 
n. {| the whole, and everypartof it, in caſe they 


E 


2 


O | benot aſhamed. 
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Wins it no part ( of at mofi buc & lietle 


part) of their care how it fares with the canſe 
of Godin the world. Now as this care is too- 
low for a Saint to be ever poring about, ſ6 is 
ic one maine reafon' why after yeares of care, 
a diffatisfaQion ftill remaines in their Spirits 
about the thing; becauſe they have not learn'c 
to leave this'care with God, and to care more 
for the worke of God aid che glory bf God. 
-==Tttus did M es , Numb. 14. The people are | 
if a kutty-bucly, and ralkeof m#king @ hew-. | 
Captaine, ver. 4, and ſtoning ftich as would' ! 
difiwade them, ver. 10, Moſer now in this eu- 
mult lajes afrde the care of his -owiie partitular 
ſafcty, and makes/iChis utmoſt care'to divere 
the Shack of G6d, that he now ſaw coming 
uponthe people, aver. 13, 14; %c. 

And hath nor"Chrift himfelfe left us a 
ſweet example'6fthis, who when he was en- 
ering opon his grear worke of dying , ſeemes 
ro negle& his own particular, and makes it his 
great buſines to forrific his Diſciples againſh 
the ſtorme approaching, by giving them a 
ſcale of his love in his le|t Supper, preaching 
a Sermon of Soule=confolation to them, and 
alſo.praying to his Father with much faith 
and fervency in their behalfe ; and which is 


þ I—ernable! in A Sermon and Ent both, 


for one word ſpg Ken to himfe 
_ Sopealſs = teu 


ſe, and in his | 
ket hundreds 11 
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Concerning: the ork of t ihe _ operation.” "8g 


=—Admirableis that of Paul,2:Tim1.14.who 


ſcemes to forget his pre falyation, that be 
might mind his worke whereto he was ap- 
pointed, for he takes no more thought abour 
tbar, bur onely tofeave it wich God - I kyrow 
Whom I bave peleeved, and }.am per ſwaded that be 
bs able td keep tbat which I have committed tom 
againſt that day : as to ſay, I have truſted Gud 
with chat, jle venture that. upon his. care - 

but ih his worke, and for che. cauſe of Chriſt, 
he ſuffers all chings, and runs all haz urds 
that he might be found faithfull thereunto-- 
I am appointed, a preacher, and an Apoftle, and a 
Teacher of the Gentiles, For te which cauſe, [ 


alſo ſuffer the ſe things— 


= Stand boſe and liſengoged from private 


mtereſts. Private intereſt , ot, honour,.protic, 
friends, &c. hath oftuimes been a ſnare. to 
men, and flurred them in ;. yea ſometime 

drawne them to oppoſe the. worke of thietr 
generation.. A-private intereſt of profit ( thaugh 
coloured, over with a pretence of The be 
led Sail to the ſparing of Apgag , and the be 


of the flock, contrary to the worbe 07 his ge- 


neration, which was to. have deſtroyed all, as 
I Sam.; 15. 2, 3. This proved aſnare to him, 
and for. this: ( ay before ) he is caſbiered by 
God, 

->lc was a private intereſt of honour thatmade 
* defiibaory 


k 
- 

wt / £ # 

. my 
o = " * 

INT le: We ry ” # 33 % p . , « 
<2 > —Y - 397 a+ . > £7 © SOPBRI >, £- . 
" y * Y "3 CEN" " b 


_— Lifberunes che mul- * 
tuo 4 


my 
—— .. Afi —— ——— 
dt 
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titude which before adored them as Gods, 
did now wichdraw from them, and follow 
him, and fo miſcarry in the worke of their 
generation. 
——lIt was a private intereſt of relations that 
IF made Solomon faulter fo fouly in the- worke 
of God in his dayes, his wives drawing him 
to idolatry. Fs 
. -=l[t was a private tereſt of friendſhip with 
DY wicked men, becauſe great men 5( viz. joyn= 
ing with Abab and Abaziab ) that brought 
the greateft blur, and ſcourge to ( that wee 
read of') upon good Fehoſhaphat in his dayes. 
What ſhall I-fay more ? 1t was private inte- 
reſt made the Gadarens fend Chriſt away, be» 
cauſe.they were loath to loſe their fwine. 
rwoate intereſt of gain was the root of that 
—* great oppoſition made againft the Goſpel in 
| byatira, AI 16, 19, 20. and after that at 
" Epbeſus, Aft1 19. 23, 24, 25, &c. and private 
* Intereſt of honour and preeminence ſet Dio 
| © trephes on work'to oppoſe Fobn-& the worke 
| __ of Chriſt in bis Churches, '3 Epift. ver. 9, 10. 
Private tereſt is an enemy tothe worke of the 
generation, and every worke of God abour'it. 
' &. Pavour and owne the Saints of the periera- 
\.. tion: and hereby Saints I doe not meane'this 
-——0r that party of men,but ſuch men(of what- 
ſreyer partie they may be Y'as Have the mage 
of Go won them, Chrift, and the Spirit of Cbrif 


_— 


In Beobs C2. 5. wehavee glorieus prophe- 
TY 
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in thamirodifowne any-ſack one, though men=— 
call iruformning'a Peaybyrer; diſonning an In+ : 
dependaney\di/owningran Anabaptift; $c., yer 
Chrift accounts ic diſowning his little anes. , 


; relating unto the laſt apes of che world, 
but more particularly co tharape: im which 
the Fewer ſhall be converted, and ir ichiefly con- 
cernes great ones, Stateſmen; the Governours 
of Fulltb, who'in'thisdey looking upon,and 
beholding Gods. wongerfall appearances in 
behalfe of his Samtreundertheir government; 
owning of them, ſhattering all tharidoe bur 
lifr-upta hand againfecbenveo-piccts,: bridg- 
ing all Plots and Counfels againſt chem to 
nothing; they-fhall froia hence:be fo-power- 
fully.convinced; thatithey' ſhalt ſayin their 
hearts, The inhabitants of Feruſalensiny. ſtrength 
( or is our ffrengthy) ivitbe Lord of boſtes their . _ 
God. And obſerve is, ,mp:ſooher.db they ſay = 
thus, Surely theſe are-Gods! people; here lies > 
our ſtrength, wee'l tick to cheſe; bur preſents 
ly the worke in their hands goes on in de» 
ſpight of the: moſt powerfull oppoſition, ; . 
God'making of them the terror of all the 
Nations round abour them, yea ofthe whole 
world, which ſhall be but us ſtubble to the fire 
before them, as ver. 6. In that day ( viz. the diy== 
in which the Governours of Fudab ſhall thus  **: 
ſpeake) will I make the Governours of Fudah * 

G 4 . like 2? 
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al waycs done by halves:or' —" - 


—— 


like a hearth of fire among the wood, and like a 
torch of firein.a ſbeaf 3: and they ſhall devoure- aff 
the people round about , en-the right han ond on 
the left. -: 


3 > D-Hep fad exatyple of the contrary We have' in 


David, who ( though he were a-maanafter 
Gods own heart,and one that had falchbfully 
ſerved God for may yeares in his peveration, 
yct } by one injury offered to Gadly, Vrieb, 
his bands were. ſo weakned: that ( as have 
formerly. ſaid. ) comparing: after:a&s' witli 
what he did before, we hardly fide: any.. res 
markeablething performed by hich io his. ge+ 
neration, afterwards. Azinothing doth ,mare 
ſtrengrhet a maps handsin generatinl morke, 
then cquntenancing eheSFdintss 16d; contraci+ 
wife nothing Hothenbreenfceblc Kon, then 
co inquire theſe, 40 

. Reepe Fu flice abve Gainſ wilfull offender; 
in the workg.: Achan put.a ſtop to'chieworkeof - 
the genergtion. in; his time, but'Juftice having 
frec pafſageiupon Acban, preſently: She:worke 


of the generation goes ON. - 


47 Commit the managing.-of publique affaires 


into the hands of faitbfull and boly men; 4visob> 
ſcrvablegand ( bur that I. ſpare co run yet 
againe the lift of generatzons)l couidforigiroot 
thercof produce many.inflances, thatgendys) _ 
1:07 worke hath never thrivan ; but:harh'been 


- * 
"hs 


Concerning the Workof the Gemer ation. 
the ſameharh beeniio.« thebands of _ 
who not being feitbfall co God beve-more 
purſued their own paxticuler intereſts. of ho« 
pn profic, and the advancement bf rdari- 
ons and alliances,then the good aridiwelfare 
of che cauſe, and the furtherance of theworke * 
of the geſration. Bat thac'which\ is' cnouph 
for oar prefene purpale, 1s how that: ini che 
laſt dayce, particularly jo thatiage, in which 
Chriſt will pu a field wich thoſe Kings of ky 
the Earthi; Which:and in the way, & his | 
Kirtgdoime, bewill pick and cull out, as the=J.N 
onely _—_ that under him! abckees be | 
on this: aganacalled, andchafen, VN 
and fai A941 45 Theſoſlinaky, © 3 
warre with the amb, nai” diamer» .N 
come them! : for be is Lord of Lords , and. King of 
Kings, and they that #12 with him ere-Fplldd , mud 
choſes; dnd Faithfull; Andatlo.ip.thar-fatall - 
blow which-ſuddenly after ſhall þ# giten tb 
the Romiſh: power ; -anjd che powers! !of the 
worltconjoyn'd ; disfollowers ſhall.not be 
ſuch as cither role in the pollutions'of the 
world, : or ſhave ftaiy'd their garments with 
the Idolattics andiaperfiitions of Antichriſt, 
bac 'onely ſuch as fhall be cloathed in fine 
linnen,cleane and white, as, Revel. 19. 8. And 
to-bermas granted that ſhee ſhould be arrayed in | 
linnint, cleane and White : for the fine linnen 3 
«0 LON of the Saints. And ver. ks no 
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|, . The Armies which werein' Heaven followed -bim 

t upon white Hor fer, cloathed in fine linen iwhilte 
and clean.” Though men' may employ iarhers, 
yet Chrift will by degrees lay them by in'the 

-- doingeofthis worke before the ſame: fhall- be 

” $8. Fakebeedaf divers things which I not pru- , 
dently foreſeene and ſhunned, may any one of them 
flag even a good mn in thewerk of bis 'genera- 


tion, az b a Eau. diva; ot beds 23s a. i 


o 
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By. 
Fa. 
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” 
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{ 
1 
< 
fiah, becauſe they were offended at his mean- | { 
neffe and poverty, Mtth.13. 57. Mariy man | « 
fPumbles-at' the worke of his generation'by an - 

( 

V 


apeneſſe to be offehded ar this and therother 


= as, X | > YR 9 

Ip r. Aethe new light of the generation, Azin |f V 
q 3 Ahe times before Chrifls coming and imme- || *: 
: diately'after, ſo long as God 'wax' opening f V 
his wilFto- his people by '« written: word, ff © 
every ' generation almofl did beame forth new || " 
light, in regard of being , Abrabamiigeneration þj '' 
prodacing ſomewhat, that was'natrevealed | V 
in Adams, nor to the old world iz Moſefſes | F' 
ſomewhat which was not revealed in Abra- || *t 
bams; Dqvid: ſomewhat which was-not re- 
vealed in Moſeſſes ;. Tſaiabs ſomewhat-which 
wan not revealed in Davids ; Daniels fome- 


F-._ - whatwhich was nocrevealed in E fay# 3 Jobn 


©" SI FP 


ONES '. 
Concerning the Work of the Generation. 9x }. : 
Baptiſts ſomewhat which was not- revealed ig 
? Daniels; and Peter and Pauls ſomewhat which 
, was not revealed in Jobn Baptiſts time : So in—— 
. the generations fince God hath. gloſed up his 
> | -word, (truth having. brought forth ics laſt 
in regard of being) and eſpecially (ince, the 
-, | manof Sin, ( who creepingin, in the 
z { ager,corruptedanddarkned the light of thoſe 
; times for many generations together) hath 
» -F been going of the Stage*, every generation al» 
moſt hath afforded its new: light: in regardiof 
| diſcovery, of thac light which'/in. che, word 
had being before , but obſcured by the: fags 
of Antichriftianifme- - So. Wickliffe and Fob: 
Hus: in' their ggef made difcdvery of ſame 
light 3 Latber. iri-his generation: of;. more;; Cab: 
vin. in his of chore; in! reſpe&-of ſomethings - 
wherein Luther was in the darkes; and the _ 
«fes fince ok more, in reſpe& of ſome: things 
wherein allche-foregoing /Werthics: were in 
the darke, 'Aridbthis to fay is no-diſparage 
ment to them) who did wortiily in-their.ge» 
nerations,nar matter of exa[taiom to our ſelves 
who have nothing but free-grace to boaſt of, 
nor any othet, reaſon to give why -it ſhould 
thus be, but this onely, foie pleaſed him, - 
-ZXet as then. when-cruth came forth in be- 
ing, the new light of the generatian did-often= . 
times offend perſons living in thoſe generati=s + 
ons, ſo as they could not ſee the worke of theig,._ + 
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generations ; as the perſecutions that many of 

che Prophets ofthe old Teftament, and Apo- 

_ Mes of the new, did ſuffer from thr menof 
thoſe generations for the ſame doth. witnellt; : 


| 7 —Sonow when. eruth is coming forth In _re- | 
| gard of diſcovery, the new: diſcoveries of 

truth have been-and are a continuall offence 
ro the men of theſe laſt penerations, even- to 
che oppoſing the very(worke of: che generation | 
they have lived in; kzthe ſufferings of thoſe 
witneſſes of Jelas who ſtood up for the Prieſt- 


LF þ ly Office of Chrift about Lutbers dayes by thie | 


Papacy ; and the perſecutions of thoſe. wor- 


'.; - - thies fince whohave maintained the Kingly 


—{ of Chriſt by the Prelacy, and the ſever 
" rall Nick-names of truth in-this.our age.,and 
' new-light thecommon by-word of the Coun- 
try doth clearely and fully evidence. _. 
: 22 At thoſe flumbling blocks which uſualy 
re laid in the worke of the-generation. It is a 
3 : — to be noted that almoſt in every age 
x God hath laid ſome eminens ſtumbling blocks 
In the worke of that age, both for the triall of 
the faith of his own people: in getting over 
them, and for hisEnemies to ftumble and fal] 
upon 3 which ſtumbling blocks as they have ex- 
ercifed the faith of the one, fo have they been 
continaall Rocks of offence unto the other. 
B In'Noabs time when the worke of that age was 
*--— toexpeT and prepare'for a univerſall De- 


luge, what a ftumbling block Cin reafos may 
we thinke ) was to the old tyorld to heare 
>. | offucha thing xzo0'yeare# before it comes to 
look for it yeare after yeate\ri6 yeares toge- 
of | ©"; and yer no appearance of ſuch a thing 3 
migtic chey not well conclude 'before halte 
chat time was expired, that Noahs preaching 
was a Fable, his building the Avke a fancy, 
{ | - no ſuck thing as he expeted would ever ) 
x ah 
"  * When Moſes was ſent of God into Fgypt 
p to deliver Gods people thence, which was the 
1, | worke of that age, what a palpable ſtumbling 
4 block was it to Pharecb, and the Fypyptians to 
4 | dechold.che very ſame miracles which were 
k wrought by Moſes to evidence his being ſene 
of God done by their owne Magicians:might - 
ty they not well ſay, is this mart ſent of God, 
then are our Magſtians, for they do the fame 
4 things as he. 
| - Afterwards in the wilderneſs did not this 
of lic as an apparent ſtumbling block before that 
generation that Tſrael ſhould there wander to 
a and fro fortie yeares, till the whole genxerati- 
on of men that came out of Epypt were con- 
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_ ſumed,before they muſt enter that Land they 
_ were brought out to poſſefſe > +*- - 
| - Ar'the time of the NEE the ſecond 
Tex 0 If of Babylow | 
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i State, was (1 take it ) the Type of Chrifts 
* building his Church in che laſt dayes upon. 
the coming out. of. Antichriſtian Babylon ) 
. What a ſtumbling. block was it that the great 
worke of that time,the which they were come 
from Babylon abont,ſhould receive ſuch a nip 
at the very beginning, as to-be at a ſtand for- 
' tie yeares together before it could go on ? 
BE ight not Gods people feare, and enemics 
7 * conclude this worke would ſurely now come 
to nothing? who will wonder that Temple 
building hath been at a ſtand for many years 
fince the comming out of Babylon myfticall, 
that confiders thus it was upon the coming 
' out of licerall Babylon, and their Temple was 
the Typeof ours ? 7 > $3 
-x=Chrilts coming into the world was accom- 
*  panicd with two. notable ſtumbling blocks. 
Firſt, he was borne of meane Parentage, when 
as he was looked for amongft the 'royall or 
Prigftly ſeed. Secondly, Hr firft appeares out of 
Galilee, and ( by vulgar eſteeme ) is a Naza- 
rene , whereas all knew the Mecſhah was to 
come ourt of Betblebem, Theſe two fo viitble 
rocks of offence, as they drew the generalicje 
eo oppoſe him, pleading agiinſt him and for 
| them(ſclves, Shall Chriſt +4 ” of Galijee ? 
Hath noc.the Seripeure ſaid, that Chriſt can- 
 @ebofithe ſeedof David, qndaet of the Towne of 
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$9, were.tbey ſore tryals to. the; faith of the - 
godly', who not ftrialy enquiring ints | 
Chriſts deſcent , and. the place ofthis birch, 
| byt.caking things upon.truft from report of 
the vulgar .( a weakneſs too incident.to ma- 
ny truemeaning ſouls) madethat their ftum- 
bling.blecke, which rightly underſtood would 
have. been a. confirmacion of their faith, as 
appears inthat good plain-hearted Natbana- 
el, who was without, guile, could, not tell 
how a. while to get, over this, Fobn 1, 46. 
Gan any goed thing come out of Nazareth 2 
And. to ſay no more, when Chriſt ſent 
forth Apoftles into the world about the great 
worke oft that generation, did not this lic as _ 
fore flumbling-blocke before many to ſee the bas 
learned ones, the DoRors andRabbies of the. | 
times ſet by , and in this glorious worke, a 
OPEN of poor illiterate Fiſhermen em- 
p30lg,, 
And as it is moſtevident, that in generati- | 
ons formerly, God for wiſe ends. hn , 
laid ſtumbling blocks in che worke of the ge-. 
nerations :; ſo he that ſhall bur narrawly ob: 
ſerve Gods diſpenſations towards his people; 
of late in theſe our;ctimes, ſhall find .chis veri- 
hed, nothing more:, there having hardly. + 
been any great .viory obtain 2197, any, 
ng remarkable, performed « | hat 
not had. his ſhnbling, goi 
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96 A Wordto this Generation, 
and happy is he, whoſoever is not offended 
thereby. 
'3. Ar the declared diſſents , or the pivate diſ- 
contentents or murmurings of a religious party a= 
gainſt the worke of the generation. God in his 
r. Ffecret providence, & unſearchable wifdome 
1%; hath ſo thought it good, thar generationwork: 
þ* '* - ſhould meet with its affronts, not only from 
the -tamultuous confufed 'rabble of the 
world, bur alſo front # religious party, who 
fhould cirher repine at; diſſent from, 'or make 
oppoſition againft the fatne. 'It was a retipious 
= party ( the wliole Congregation of 1ſrael be- 
- Ing a profeſſingpeople, amongſt which, un- 
_p—doubtedly very many that came out of /F- 
3 eypt, were traly godly, who yet fmned with 
| the CIR , and fell in the' wilder- 
nefſe ) thactn the days of Moſes did foheape 
up their murmurings, murmuring upon mur- 
muriog againſt the viſible diſpenſations of that 
dge. | 
- It was 2 refigious party, yea and that too yf- 
on a religiow ground ( as well as a politick ) 
Fobn 11. 49, 50, 51,52. that gave wicked 
counſell for the putting of Chriſt co death. 
t was a'teligious party, the Fewes and de 
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religious party have always had a finger in op- 
poſing generation worke ; and obſerve, when a 
religious party hath oppoſed, this thire oppoſttion 
hath been ſo great an offence, that nor only 
the common mulcitude , bur right, honeft 
hearts have from hence ſtood aloofe from, 
and b:en ſhie of the worke of their generation. 
Chrift conld not be received of the Fewes for 
thejr Meſfiab, becauſe the religious party of the 
Priefts and Phariſees did oppoſe him 5 and 
how great an offence was this to the poore 
fimple meaning people, who bur a little be- 
fore ſeeing his workes , cryed out Hoſanna 
beipg now by theſe men of credic poſſeft that 
he wag a deluder, they change theic note, and 
cry crucifie him, crucifie him, as the ſtory tells 
1 NIGOICE | BEE | 
_ 4+ At the after-niiſcarriages and errours of 
thoſe who bave been the only afive inſtruments 
end lights at firſt , in the worke of the generation, | 
Tis matter of offence to not a few to ſee m So_— | 
«Jive at firft in the worke of their generation, #-; 
prove afterwards retarders of the worke, and 
darknefſe thence to ſpring whence the tirft 
light of the generation did ariſe 5 hence moft 
arcapt to call in queſtion the-righteopſneffe 
ofthat cauſe, and purity of tbar light which \ 
the hrſt owners by future miſcarriages have Y 
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| -— {erioufl; weigied & compared with fore- 
going Preſidents it is not ſo:for who knows 
' _ _ Not that Sulomon was the firſt King of Tfrael 
r that ever builc a houſe for the true worſhip 
of God, and yer the firſt that ever built high 
places for Idolatry. Peter was the firſt Diſ- 
ciple that publiquely confefſed Chrift, and 
yer the ficft that openly denyed him. Fuded 
was the ficſt place where Goſpel-light did 
ſhine, and from whence the world was en< 
lIightned, and yer the firſt place where errors 
ſprung up, and the light of the Goſpel dark- 
ned. AF. 15. 1. Certaine men came down from 
Fudea and taught the brethren, except ye be Cir- 
co ſed after the manner of Moſes, yee cannot be 
aVed. | 
--==F- At the gaſtly looke and untrodden footſteps 
of ſome particular diſpenſations and aFings atten- 


rations almoſt there have been in managing 


ing the worke of the generation, In all gene- 
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the worke ofthe generation ſome particular a= 
&ings which outwardly have had fo foule an 
aſpet, that if not beheld wich an eye ſeeing 
God his will and deſign therein, might juſt- 
ly breed offence and diſlike in the beholders. 


—With how offenſive a countenance did that 
/ at look, and how may we think in reaſon 
might it tend ro the hardning the Zgypti- 


ing to worſhip God, ſhould by 
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ang, that 1/rgel going out of Zgypt, pretend- 
a cheat, (a8 F 
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ſetting Gods will afide, mans reaſon would 
account it ) plunder the ZXgyptians of all 
theic jewels and riches, a thing which i 
done without Gods ſpeciall command, had | 
been contrary to morality. 4A 
And whether or no had not Gods com- | 
mand authorized Foſbuab thereunto, could - 
that a& of his in entring Canaangand not on- , 
Iy taking their Land from them , bux alſo - 
putting all the Inhabitants old and young 
to the ſword, been termed any other then an , 
a of inhuwane and barbarous cruelty ? , 
Yea farther ; let reaſon be judge of that I 
at of Jaels in murdering Siſera at a time 
© | when his Maſter was in league with her Huſ- 
band, and when as he too ( as a man flying 
s 1 for life ) committed himſelfe to her for ſhel- 
ter, and what will it call the ſame but trea- 
| cherous dealing, an a& of perfidiouſneſs and 
S | higheft injuſtice. | A 
What need 1 multiply ? let reaſon, not—_ 
t | fecing Gods will, be judg of Fehues ation; - 
S || in putting the King his Maſter to death, and | 
extirpating the Royal Family, and will it 
nor brand the ſame with the odious names 
of diſJoyaicy, uſurpation and treachery to . 
his Prince? which yer was an a& commartded 
by God. God having ſoordered it, that i— 
gal! ages there ſhould Rand it*the work of the 
reneration ſome ſuch facing and Raring ati -— > 
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ons as ſhould not only amuſe men , bur aſa 
offend the eyes of the obſtinate, weak, oF ig- 
norant beholders. 
_— Take heed of being diſcouraged. As offer 
ces on one hand hach put many a man by-the 
worke-of his: gefieration, to-have, diſcourage- 
ments on the other hand pur ſomeby, and | 
weakned the hands of others in the worke, # 
Now -thece are; f:vcrall things: at; the which Þ 
men arediſcouraged, whereof I ſhall parti- 
——_" a few. as | 
; Ar the litHeneſſe and logneſſe of beginn- | 


his:greac and glorioas works of wonder,, e- | 
ver to begin very: low, and: rife bigh by de- | 
grees. I ſhall inſtance onely in ewo things, | 
bath appertaining to Chrilts Kingdome,and | 
the rather becauſe ( as hath been ſhewed ) 
that is the gredt worke of this age.” 

+ oh The kingdom ot Chriſt. 1n his Church» 
es, it is a moft glorious work, yer low in the 
beginning. The building of the ſecond Tem» 
ple, which ( as hath been {aid-) was the type 
of this, had firſt a day of ſmall things , which 
lookers on were ready ro deſpiſc. Zach. 4: 

. 10. Who hath deſpiſed the day of {mail ongs.7 
before a day of great things. Fit, a foun- 
| —=dation tone is-laid, and then Zerubbobel the 
8 builder hath his bands holden forty earth 
be Snares he can lay a $a gs >-or being. f 
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_ It is Gods way in the carrying on of } 7 
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work to SerfeRion. The plauting of Chur- 
| ches i3 the Primitive cimes, what a low begin- 
5” ning had it : one Pauland a few poor Filher- 

men aRing in this worke, and that againſt all 
ts the world. 
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he This is Heats. ſec forth in thar Parable, 
4 Matth. 13.31. The Kingdome of beaven is like 
1d | wato a graine of muſtard-ſeede-- Ic begins as a 
;*. # grain of muſtard-ſeed, web is the leaſt of all | 
ch 3 [ceds, and of this bur one grain, not many z » 
I- yet in theend it grows a Tree that the fowles 


* of the heaven come to lodge i3 the branches of it. 
i- | _-,2. The kingdom of Cbriſt over the world, 

of 37 the glory of this work is ſuch, that when ic 
© 3 ſhall be, the whole earth (hvll be full of the 
| glory of it; yet bow little and low ſball this 


b worke be in the beginning. Ic is at firlt g Jupnny | 
tle | 


d| Cut out of the. mountdin-s without hands , lir 
) and weak, yet after a great mountaine filing the 

whole earth, Dan. 2. 34, 35+ It is firſt a little 
= one, after Sea a chanted Iſa 60. ult. A little ] 
Ee one ſpall become a thouſand--- Ic firkt become E ; 
Sion, 2. e. in the Churches, amongſt a com- 


- pany of poor deſpiſed worlhippers of Chriſt . 
1 ( whereof Sion wasa type) Pſal. 2.6. Tet 
bave T ſet my King upon my boly bill of Sion. At- 
-terwards it ſpreads ir ſelf over all che world, 

. Verſ. $,9. Aske of me, and I will giv? thee the 
. heathen for thine inheritance , and the utttermoſ# 


parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion, Thou ſouls rule 
H 3 them 
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them with a rod of iron, thou ſbalt breake them in 
pieces like a potters veſſel). il; 
--——Davids Kingdome ( the moſt lively type of 
- Chriſts Kingdom over the world ) how low 
and ſeemingly unlikely ever to riſe, was it 
in the beginning. One David, a poore mans 
ſon, a Keeper of ſheep to bea King, and yet 
his Kingdom art preſent in the hands of ano- 
ther, a powerful K. Saul, one choſen and an- 
noynred by God, to whom the whole nati- 
on had ſubjeted themſelves , and under 
whom they had obtained glorious vi&orics. 
ho would ever have thought this King- 

dome could have riſen, and yet it did ? 
Chrifts riding into Jeruſalem as King 
( which I take ir did ſhadow out both theſe ) 
it'was upon an Aﬀe, one of the moftdeſpica- 
ble of all the creatures ; and yet not upon 2a 
grown Aﬀſe neither ,, an Aﬀe in his full 
firength , but upon a Colt, the foale of an 
Afﬀe, the weakeft and moſt deſpicable, of the 

*.  MToſtdeſpicable, Mat. 21.5. . 

——>Thus it is Gods way in great works (eſ- 
'pecially in generdtion worke ) to begin tow, 
and riſe by ſteps. Now we ſhall find thar 
low begianings in the worke of the generation, 
-have fomerimes been a diſcouragement to per- 
ſons aRing therein. So in Ezr's time, when 
the foundation of the ſecond Temple was 
laid, _ & little beginnivigs 'did ſo fiſcon 
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c oncerniing the Work 


rage the ancient men who had ſeen the glory 
6; of che former houſe, .that it is {aid they wept 
of with a loud voyce, Chap. 3. 12. 
w [-—2. At the powerfulneſſe and ſuccesfulneſſe of 
ic 7 oppoſition againſt the worke. As generation- work 
's hath never wanted powerfull oppoſition , ſo 
{ ſometimes oppoſition for a while hath been b 
_ ceſſefall againſt che ſame. What power a | 
- | Pane ſhall be made againſt the abi _ 
. God in the laſt times, viz. the ſetting up 
p Chriſt as King in Sion, or his Churches you 
have foretold, Pal. 2. where we have oppoſers 
of a higher note, Kings, Rulers ; oppoſers of 'a 
lower ranke, beathen people. Yet all, Prince 
and Beggar can joyn hand in hand to oppoſe 
Chrifts Kingdom. 
And how ſucceſſeful that eppoſition made by 
the adverſarics of Judah was to the worke of 
the generation in the dayes of Ezra , whereby 
a ftop was put to the worke for many yeares +» 
together is there recorded. And which is CO 
be noted, the very oppoſition made by Fudah's 
Enemies to the worke, was that which did - 
exceedingly diſcourage and weaken the hands 
of them that wrought therein. Exzra 4. 4. 
Then the people of the land weakned the bandr of © 
_ the people of Fudab , and troubled them in the 
building. | 4 
=—3- At Great ones holding of, and with-draw=. | - 
F ing their hands from the works. Generation work, | -| 
"__ E 4 bach. }** 
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[believedinbim zo 
\ In Nehemiab's time the onely men that 


bath ſeldome found the friend(hip of great 
ones 3 Have any of the Chiefe Rulers or Phariſees 


would not put their necks to the worke of 
that age were the Noble-men. Chap. 3+ 5- 
Their Nobles put nt their necke to the worke of 
thetr Lord, Now what a diſcouragement It is 
to the meaner ſortto ſee the preat ones ſtand 
off, or with draw, who knows note=— 
——]c is obſervable, which I would not here 
paile over, that in that age In which the Tews 
ſhall be brought in, Gods firſt glorious apz 
pearing ſhall be amongſt a niiddle force of 
people. Zech. 12. 7. 'The Lord ſhall fave the 
rents of Fudab firſt-- i.e. God' ſhall firſt begin 
to diſcover his glorious power, and make 
bare his arme of ſalvation, not amongſt the 
pooreſtof all, who have no tents , no place 
of habitation, but are Vagrants and beggars; 
nor thericheſt, who have their ſumptuous 
Palzece, and royal houſes ; but a middle fore 
of pcople, living in a-plain, but an honowra- 
ble and comely way , ſuch ag che. way of li- 
ving in Tents of ojid was; and the reaſon 


| hereof is given, that the glory of the houſe of 


David , and the inhabitants of Feruſalem, do not 
megnifie themſelves againſt Judah, i.e. that 


SE mb of Princely and nobie blocd ;; dwelling 


ig Pourts, or ſumptugus Palacee, or depend 
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; EO” --: 
+ Ga 
&/ 2 


oa: ak 


# 
J'x$ 
* Lats 


ae a 


-” ; — Fu R wo == xs = a] ==Y 
| Concerning the Work of the Generation. 105 | 


| ing upon-ſuch places, may not ( as bath been 


the manner from the beginning ) magnike 
themſelves againtt others, becautein a ranke 
or ranks below them. [f this ſbalbeche way 
of Gods diſpenfations towards that age , be 
not diſcouraged, in cafe we now who are tall- 
en into the ſane; ſee many great offer with- 
5 drawing theichands from the work: - * 

: A 4. At the perfidieus and treacherous dealing of 
i  ſomeparticular per ſons employd in the worke. Ic 
is no new thing in'generation worke as to meet 
with oppoſition abroad, ſo treachery neerer 
home: Davidin his-worke had. a treacheroug 
ſonne Abſolom;a treacherous Counſdllor. 4- 
chitopbel. Nehemiah in the carrying onof his 
worke had a treacherous Shemaidb, . yea treacbe- 


rous Nobles afting with hiin, as:Chep:'6. 10. , 


17. Chritft in his worke had a tfeacherows Jus. 
das for one of his followers. - - } {-;- - 
And what a difcouragement , treachery in 
ſome is to others, that one inftance of Abſc- 
Iams treachery is proof enough, which did ſo 
fnke tlie heart of David himſeife, and the 
[:carts ofall his mighty men of valcur, yea 
of the whole Country , that they fled weeping 
with a loud voice from Abſolom, 2 Sam. 15. 23, 
30. 
5. At the meeting with diſappointments. 


Di 
oppointments of expeQations prove ofc timls 


*6iſcouragements,at beſt diſquictments to thogg 
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A Word to this Generation, 
that meer wich chem in their worke. A diſep- 
ointment did (o diſhearten bold ipiciced Je- 
remie, thathe took up a haſty reſolution to 
. quithis hands of Gods work, Chap. 20. 7,8, 

9. Yea Paul himſelfe ( though a man fo 
), watchfull a&ive, and having ſuch command 

& overhisSpiric, az none more ) was ſo diſl.- 
 f quietedby a diſappointment (and one would 
97 think itaſmall one too, only miſſing of Ti- 

5 

[o 


tus ) that he lofl a very faire opportuniey of 
doing Chrift ſervice at Troas, 2 Eor..2. 12, 

| os 

F 4 you 6. At wnikindneſfes received from thoſe whoſe 


4 good aud welfare we have ever cloſely purſued in 
"2 the worke. Itis a remarkable example, and 

;? | pertinemt to thething in hand, that of Mo- 

; 4 | ſes, Exod. 17. who having ( as an inftru- 
' 44 | mentunder God) brought Iſrael out of - 
. 4 ©| Bypt, carried them through the Red Sea; yea 


any thing ofhis own to ſeek their good and 
| welfare , meeting with ſo uzkind a return 
© | { for all his tender care of them ) as that no 
} ſooner did they want a little water, bur pre- 
ſently they fall to chide with , and upbraid 
him, as men ready eo ſtone him, verſ. 2,3, 4+ 
2 is ſo diſcouraged hereby , as that this very 
diſcourapement palheth him into that finne a- 
' Sainſt the worke of this generation , for which 
and no other he is ſhut out of Canzm, as 

| compare 


| & made ithis bauſineſſe fron firft tolaft above 
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compare verſ. 7. with Numb. 20. 12343. q 
7. At multiplied ſentences of- death put upon. © 
the work; This though ic wil cake in ſome of © 
theforegoing diſcouragements,which are but as © 
ſo many ſentences of death put upon the work: 
Yeg becauſe it may be extended farther, 1 
_ here allow it a particular place by ir 
ſelfe. | , 
The more grace and mercy is wrapped up . 
in any of Gods diſpenſations towards his peo= **../ 
ple, the more and greater ſentences of deatb 
are uſually put upon that wyrke which thoſe 
diſpenſations call for, and by which this mer- 
Cy is to be uſhered in. The diſpenſation of 
God towards T/rael, in bringing them out of 
#gypt, was a difpenſation full of mercy, and 
othing more verified in the ſtory of it rhen 
this that multiplyed ſentences of death did at 
tend the work. Before deliverance comes, 
they are in bard bondage ; when deliverance 
was neer, their bondage grows higher, and their 
tale of bricks is doubled. No ſooner are they 
come out of Zgypt, but they are inftantly ar 
deaths doore , being ſurrounded ( as ic were ) 
with deſtruftion ; a Sea is before them, -Rockes - |» 
impaſſable pf cither fide, an hoaft of armed : » 
men behind chem ,- coming purpoſely to de» 
* Ftroy them. No ſooner is this danger over, + 
but wanting bread, the whole Congregation * 
is ready to famiſh with hunger ; and this + 7 


_ 
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no ſooner paſt, but they want water , and are 
all at che point of periſbing for thicft : and by 
'that time this was over, Amaleh a warlike 
N ition engageth chem ( who had'never fcen 
Warre) in the open wildeenefſe. Got} h4d 
great mercy , mercy upon mercy for Iſrael 
and here were- great ſentences 'of death, ſen- 
F { tence of death upon ſentence of death attending 
\ them, as they were in the way to it. 
»'E > Now that which was the miſery , and in- 
-7 feed the very undoing of this people, was, 
that inftead of belezving , when a ſentence of 
death was over them , they were diſcouragedy 
thereby, and freight way began to murmure, 
which murmuring of theirs in the end coſt 
them deare, as the ftory will cell us. | 
Bur the principall thing in my aime is, | 
-7 this, which 1s worth our obſervation , viz. ( 
.That it was a meer diſcouragement occaſioned by a Y 
ſentence of death pt upon the .worke of the gene- 1 | 
- 
4 


ration, through the evill report brought bome by 
thoſe ſpies font t121i2w the land of Cinaan, which 
2 was the fatall Rock» whereupon the whole nation 
| ef tx hundr-d thy ſand men, and upwards ( C& 
Jeb and Joſhuah excepted ) did ſuffer ſhipwrack, 
} 2» will appear by comparing Numb. 13. 32« 
WV} with Chap. 14.1, 2. 28, 29, 30. Alcfion fo 
2 thoſe ro think of, who giving way to their 
NY Aſcouragements ; -when a ſentence! of death 'is 
#1] ann Chriſts criifſe, do flinch from che worke 
Nt ofCuarcil in theſe dayes. 3. Take 
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Concerning the-ls ork of the Generation. 10g | 


. 3+ Take heed gf enpy apoinſt ſuch whom God | 
employrin the works: ofthe generation. Envy ax * | 
gainſt inſtruments.<mployd-by God in-gene= . * 
ration worke was a part ot Tſraels finne, for 
which they fell in the wilderaelle , as Pſal. 
106, 16. . They envied Moſes in the campe , and 
Aaron the Saint of God. M-er :envie againſt 
Chriſt drew-the Prieſts and people in Chrifts, 
time to reje& him, and fin againſt the works - 
of the generation , Matth. 27,48, Mar 1,., 
Envie of perſons employd in the worke hath 
oft times raiſed oppoſition to the worke it, + | 
ſelfe of the generation : That worke, which if _ 
done by ſome ſhould have found approbarti- 
on, is therefore diſpleaſing, becauſe done hy 
others. As faid a Popiſh. Cardinall in Lu = 
thers time : A refermation indeed is needfull, and 
! to be wiſhed, but that Luther a raſcall Fri-r; 


F< 


ſpould be the man ſhould dee it .. this is intollerakle. © 
4+ Take heed of procraſtinating that works ' 2 
| 7 which is the buſneſſe of the preſent generation, + | 
under a pretence that the time of: doing of it is not, | 
yet.come , neither are things ripe for it, This 
was the fault of thoſe in Haggars rime ( for. * 
which they are ſharply reproved for it ) whae 
did put of the worke of the building of Gads 
houſe, under pretence the time: Was net comes 
Hag. 1. 2.,; This people ſay the time is not. - 
_ come, the time that the Lords houſe ſhould. . * 
bbelle. 5. Take 
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3 5 Take heed of limiting God to Ordinaries. p 
- — My meaning is, in caſe ordizary means for the 

| Ccarryingon of the worke' be wanting, and 
cannot be had, take heed you do not ſo bind 

up God co theſe, as thereupon to deſere the 
worke. In generation worþe God in all ages 
hath allowed himſelfe a latitude in working, * 
not tying himſelf to Ordinaries. Now when 
God walks in a way of extraordinaries, it is 

not only lawfull, but a duty in caſe ordinarie 

& . faile cobclieve for extraordinaries. : 
14 hot was an extraordinary thing to believe that 

E— the bare ſtriking 6f a'Rock ſhould fetch out 

| . water thence, enough co ſupply 2 million of 

people ready to die for thirſt : Yet becauſe 

F Aoſer & Aaronin an age wherein God walk- 

#7 <dina way of extraordinaries, did not believe, 

+ for this theic wnbeliefe is ſevercly puniſhed, 'h * 
E: Ny. 20: 10, 21,19. © 
2 por Take heed of neglefing the nicke of oppor- 
&— tunity that God puts ints thy hands to doe the worke 

F of thy generation in. There is a day, anda nick 
of epportunity which God lets ſome perſons 
have to ſerve their g-nerations in;which ler 
flip, they are gone (as to Gods uſing of 

& 7 them any more } and that paſt recovery. 

'Y © pa had a zicke of opportunity , which-had 
© thee ſlipped, though enhany Peeps have 

E ariſen to Gods people another way, yet ſhee 
k. 4d. ber Fathers honſe had been deſtroyed; 
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' Concerning the Work of the Generation. 'u#8 H, 
-xThere was d Nick of opportunity that Iſrael had 


to encer Canaan upon the return of the Spies, 
which had they embraced the doore ftood 
open for them, but they negleRing ir(though 
it were in a hafty fit, and- a thing which pre- 
ſently eoo they recanted, wiſhing they had 
E never done it ) the doore is ſhut, and now ft 
is too late to repent it, for their carkieſes 
muſt fall in the wildernes. Take heed of lo 6 
ſing Rome opportunity wherein thou maift \N } 
a& for God,left afterwards when perhaps a& * 
thou wouldf, God will not own thee in his 
Fake heed if but d 
-==7- Take heedof forecaſting events, but do thy 
—worke, and leave events 9s Jonas by fore» 
caſting events, that God was gratious, and 
would therefore ſpare Nineveb, and rhen he 
!f - ſhould beefteemed a falſe Propher,runs from 
_ the work ofhis generation, Jon. 4. 2. ESP 
8. Takeheed of ſetling thy ſelfe upon ſeem- 
ang Godly and righteous principles when theſe claſh 
With the worke of the generation. Many men 
looke no farther then this, in caſe thagſave 
a principle which ſeemes juſt and pic, they 
thinke that will beare them out 'what ever 
they do. But had not Cajapbas ſo, when he 
"was Lord-chiefe Juſtice in counſalling and 
contriving the moſt notorious bloudy de= © 
figne that ever ſaw light? What more righte= = 
«us an ſeemingly goilly principle then this, that 
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one man ſhould dye to ſave the lives of a whole Na- 

tion? yer this principle ſo juſt,ſo piexs ro an eye 

of reaſon. was the Foſter-father of that moſt 

curſed nefarious a&t ( I meane as ated b 
| chem ) of puttipg Chriſt co death. | 
>-=And heere to adde an inftance or two more 
| pr Owen, borrowed of a worthy ſervant of 
Sermon Chriſt in theſe our dayes , becauſe 
IeNon ficly applicable co the. thing in 
on the hand. What more righteous princi- 

arliament * 2p” As | 
Ofober 24, Ple.chen this, that ir belongs to the 
165 1, be. Chicfe Ruler of a Nation, to ſee to 
ing the theprofit and glory of that Nati- 
Publique- on 2 Yet-Pharaob ſetling- him(c1fe— 
Thankef- upon this righteous principle , onzly 
giving for - *. £- OE 1.4 - Atv” 
our Worce. Evill as it did. croile the. worke. of 
fer delive- that generation, to the end his Realm 
cance, might. receive.no detriment by let- 
ting Tjfrael. go, whoſe: continuance in, that 
bondage was ſo much for their advantage, 
he and his perith in-their prixciples y, being 
led by theſe to 2& againſt the worke of theic 
generation. So what more prud-ut and, juft—xx 
principle then this, that it-18.0ot. meer to. leg 
a potcnt.enemy into the-bowels of a Naz 
tion ? yet Sibon King of the Amorites upon 
this principle. oppoſing Iſrael, at cheriope,in 
which God was leading them. into, :Canva- 
on, he and all his people periſh by it, Takg—r- 
heed of doing all that hu concets, thou 
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Co oncerning the Work of the Generation, 113 : 
haft a principle, will beare thee ont in do- We 


ing. 
yg . Take heed of lending an Eare unto ſuch 
* friendly re ſpe&full offers, which carry in the bow- 
els of them (though guilded over with out ward re- 
; ſpe@ and friendſhip ) a crafty deſigne againſt the 
: wofhe of the generation. As generation worke 
| 


hath never wanted a party who have by o- 
pen force oppoſed the ſame : ſo likewiſe there 
bath moſily been a party attending of it who 
by ſecret fraud and pretences of friendſhip 
have ſought to undermine it, which latter 
have ofctimes proſpered in their defignes 
=FÞ ( through the over-much credulity of per- 
{ons employd in generation- worke ) when and. 
where the firſt have failed. | 

-—Was it not a very faire offer of Moab,(wheri 
* otherwiſe they could not have their wills 
upon Iſrael, then Y to cotne and in a friendly 
way to call and invite rhe people to their 
houfes, and togrant to'them (though ſtran- 
gers and men of different Principles ) liberty 
to worſhip with them ? What a large ſpew of 
reſp and clrteſis was here? And yer no 
Cther buc a meer crafty deſigne ro draw Iſrael 
| to» fin, by which.C when no other way they 
could do'it ) they-drew che wrath of God up- 

on Tfrael, Numb. 25, jp b 
= -=S9 was it not a ne Petition of 4do- 
nijab, 1 Kinge'z. 16, W. to atke _ the 
- 0h TIES ey I bu- 
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Shunammite to witeza thing one would think t 
1:0 man could have blamed;yet Solomon {pies | \, 
out a craſty defigne laid in this ſmooth Petici- J 
en,which was ro get the Kingdome,and con- | * Y 
ſeqguently to put by the great worke of that 

2 eration, viz. the building of the Temple, which 

Solomon war appointed unto. | S+ 
So likewite what a friendly motion and feem- 
iagly full of dutifull reſp2&.and obedience was 
that of Shemajah to Nebemzaþb , Chap. 6.410. 
wherein no ache thing is pretended bug the |. 
diſcovery of a dangerous plot-in the hatch- 
3ng,end tender reſpe& to the ſafeguard of G, 
his perſon, and yetchis no other bur a crafty | c 
deſione, to draw Nebemiab to fin, and to bring ge 
£7 a (lurre upon him, in mannaging the work of > 

his gercration, ver. 13. 

To ſay no more, .what could be in out- || ;5, 
ward appearance .a more friendly offer then || j, 
ther of Fudabs adverſaries, Ezra 4. 2. to come ||, 
and freely proffer their helpe, and to joyne || ,. 
with : Fudab in the carrying on that great | h,, 
werke of Temple-huilding , which was the 
worke of that age? yea and to do this at ſuch fp 
a time when tha worke was deſpiſed, ard had Þc 
lien dead many yeares, the inftruments em | 1, 
ploydin itfew and weake, ſo that laying all | ,,r 
things together, one would judge that there gh 
could be nothing in their hearts more then 
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| without offence that humane Laws are much 
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Concerning theWork of the Generation. . 11 5 


ſhould proſper 3 ; when as yet there was no 3 

thing in all chis faireſhew but a crafty deſigne N b 

lying at; the bottome of ic to obſtrug his 

work of God ; as ver. 4, 5, 6. Q | 
To. Take beed of making reaſon of State th 

rule of publique aftingr. Jeroboams reaſon of I 

State made Fehu performe by halves the work 

of his generation; deſtroying the houſe and 

image of Baal; but winking at the Calves in 

Dart and Bethel. This reaſon of State was that 

which led a grave wiſe Counſel] into a moft 

curſed price, viz. the voting the Son of 

God to Fedth, 'Fobn 11.45. tothe 54. The re- 7 
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ſulcs of pure reaſon of State, are oftrimes dan- 
gerous, moſt times contrary to the work of 
the generation. 


11. Take heed of ſetting up humane Lawes 
above the worke of the generation. My meaning 
is, in cafe theſe two come in competition 
rather to chooſe negleCin the work of the fi 
neration, then in any way to be offenſive ro 
humane Lawee. A 

If the commands of God himſclfe,and che 
fpeciall ae of his worſhip are to give place. 
(. as hack been before proved ) co the : works of 4. 
the ger afion, then! ſurely wichour any wanc 
of that dye tefpet rhat is and ought ro be 
given ro'mans Law, it rnay be (aſd, and alſo 
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thority-of God being above that of mar. 

In Eft>ers time there was a Law in the King- 
dome of Abaſuerus , and the foundation of it 
was no other but the priviledge and honour 
cf the ſupreme Magiſtrate ,' that whoſoever 
man or woman ſhould come in unto the 
King, in the inner Court, except ſuch to 
whom the King ſhould bold out the golden 
Sceprer, hee ſhould be pur ro death, Chap. 4. 
2 1. Which Law in it ſelfe was-not evill, as ic 
was meerly Politick,reſpeCting onely the ho- 
nour, State, and priviledge of che King : Yec 
when the Cauſe and people of God lay at 
ſuch a plunge,that wichout imtrenching up- 
on this Law,Gods cauſe jn that age muſt have 
fell ro the grgund ; Eſther though uncalled 
by the King, yea.more having no other com- 
mand from God ( as formerly hath been 
ſhewen ) but onely the viſible Call of a diſ- 
fenſation, puſheth upon the Pikes of the Law, 
and runs the hazard of the peri]l of death, 
and how wonderfully God did ſtand by her, 
and preſerve her in ſo doing, the ifſue of this 
her dangerous attempt recorded in the Hi- 
itory may ſufficiently informe us. 


= And Laflly. Take heed of conjunion 


with ſuch who are not reall bearted to the cauſe of 

God, and the worke of the generation. When Tſ- 

rael went up out of ZXgyt a mixed multitude 

of Zgyptiens and others that were not 7 ol 
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Concerningelliork of the Generation, 117 
lites wentup wich chem, Exod. 12. 38. Whki _ 
mixed liade did © et; pr = 
ſtare co them, even in the very works of" Ue 
generationgþy deAwigg the Congregatd an ci 
mucnur afatoft che Evid, Foo LL 4." 4ud 
the mixt wo tha: wAs, dnp them - fell 4- 
luſting, ad t | ildren'f Trael alſo wept 47.44, 
an ſaid, who fball give us fl Y th eare ? 

-F What need | relate thac'which every one 
knowesAhow godly Aſatoft himfelfe by iis 
league with Bexhadad King of Syria,and goud 
Feboſbaphat by his compliance wich Ahab ind 
Abaziab. And although -ir þy. &aefthac ihe 

'exatnples of thE Kings vt Fudab ave noc in all 
things patternes for Scates and Wingdomes 
in Goſpel-dayes to walk by : yer the rea O_— ; 
upon which the Seer rep Aſ[q becaulc he 
relied upon the King of Afſyria, and noe on 
the Lord, falls as ſtrongly upon profeſſiag 
States under the Goſpel, as'ic did on him : 
who ſhall I hope be kept both from his Sin, 
and fo from his reproofe ; Whicti he ſhall 
continue to pray for, wh? is a friend ro, Si- 
ons proſperity,and alfo Englands welfare and 
inccreſt, which is and will be found foly de- 
pending on it. They ſball profper that love thee, 
Pal. 122, 6. . | 
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A Table of the chiete things 


contained 1n this T reatiſe. 


\ 
"He Coberence oNbe words , with the expl:- 
tion of the Text. Page 1. to 5. 
Do. It # an eſpecial duty lying upon the Saints 
to atrend unto, and be afitve in the work or worpes 
of their generation. 5 
Shewed, 
F | 5=1- What generation worke #4, and bow the ſame 
# different from thoſe common duties which lie up= 
on Saints as Saints , and the ſpeciall duties of a 
Saints calling, ſtation, relation , or preſent condi- * 
tron. , 
-5=2. That Saints in their ſeveral generations have 
ever bad their'\peculiar workes ; as is provutd, bz 
a line drawne through the" ſeverall genera: ims 
from the beoinning dawnwards unto our times. 
| | P-'T 4+ tO 20 
--—3. That it is 4 matter of pfeat concernment for 
a Saint io attend to the wrke of his generation, 
as appeares mn”; 
I. God by his diſpenſatisfs calls alond for it. 
S300 Bag Pe 2p 
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"THE TABLE. 


2. Generation worke is of all others the grea- 
4 worke , and a negje& berein the greateſt 
P. 23.t0 ZO 

3. Fo doing the worke of our generation wee 
| are moſt ſerviceable to the deſigne of. God 

: | that is on foote in this age wee live in. 

uy P- 30, ZI 

4- God bath choice diſtinguiſhing mercy for that 

man that follows him in the worke of bis gene- 
7ation, 4s, 

I. God will everlooke many failings in that 
man. P. 32 
. God will ſtand by that man and never leave 
bim, ibid. 

. God will owne that man in caſe bee live 

thereto itt the worke of the next genera- 
.#10N, P-33 

4- God will provide a hiding place for that man 

againſt thoſe ſtormes which may fall upon the 
generation bee lives in, that is ative im the 
worke of bis generation. ibid. 

; . God will reveale his ſecrets to ſuch. p. 34- 
: 1 God bath peculiar honour wherewith be will 
4 * crown ſuch. P-35 

5-' Negle& of yeneration worke expo ſeth a man 

to many dangers ; as, 
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VI 


= 2. Danger of lofinp Communion with God. ib. 


3+ Of beitig {uid afde by God: p-38 
by  F ſtunbling at the works F the generati- 


: 
x. 


OY 


1- Danger of lofing Gifts and Talents. p.-36 
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= and all the dijpen ſations of God about oy 


P- 4 
| PP 'of being Minded i in, or ſhut cut of the —_ 
of the next generation in caſe be ſbould _ 


to ſee it. P- 4 
6. Of becoming an Apoſtate, and an hon. Fw 
enemie to the truths of God. P. 43 


4+ Wherein lies the worke of the preſent gene=- 
ration, which i reſobved, 

I. By laying downe of ſome genarall Rules ſer- | 
ving to diſcover what the worke of the generation _. N 
k , in whatſoever age or generation a Saint may _ 
be ſuppoſed to live in ; which Rules are theſe, 

IT. Bee inquiſitive to finde out ( according to 
Scripture account ) the particuler age or ge- 
neration it ſelfe , that it is fallen to thy lot to | 
live in. P-46 * + 1 

2. Adde to this, a narrow and impartial ſearch 
for diſcovery of thoſe glorious and remarkea- | 
ble things , the accompliſhment of which 
Godin bis word bath promiſed and foretold, 
in and about this age. ibid. = 

3. Obſerve Gods viſible diſpenſations towards *\, 
the age, and th: various tranſattions of things © *-_ 
therein, haw they anſwer to what is foretald .. '\ 

$.qnd promiſed. ibid. J 

- + Obferve what worke that is which is moſt 
oppoſed and raged againſt by Satan and wick- 


ed men in the generation. P-48 x 
5+ Obſerve what the moſt ſpirit uall entightned © 
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THE TABLE: 


| Saints beve upon their bearts ,' as' the worke 

of the generations. * ibid. 

6. And Laftly, Bee much im prayer to God for 

£ tight berein. | Pp. 48 
67 2. By application of theſe generall Rules nnto the 
B » preſent ape. P. 48. roche, 1 


5- How may each one finde out that part of the 
worke which is properly his worke , .and God calls 
up Rt him to be ative in. "0 

F. Obferve what part of generation worke” that 

75, that thou art in a capacity to do. p. 75 
, ®: Obſerve what worke that is among thoſe 
—t things thou art in a capavity to do in thy -ge- 
neration , which the diſpenſations of God 
without , and the bent or inclination of thy 
| Spirit within , at ſuch time as the ſame is 
; T0 moſt pirituall, or thou haſt moſt intimate 
| communion. with God, calls for the preſent 

doing thereof. P- 77 
3- Obſerve what piece of generation worke that 

is, which when thou baſt ventured ox it thou 

baſt fonnd God moſt eminently appearing to 

| thee for thy enc1aragement , and alſo with. 

> g thee for aſſiſt mic? in dying of it. P- 73 
34 
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4+ Obſerve what piece of generation WrRke 

that is, which thu being in' a capacity to do, 

Þ. in doing of art likely to meet with greateſt 
, * "epp3ſition, and that from all bands. ibid. 
3 5. Objerve what piece of generation wirk that 
is which when thou baſt bad a Callan vppor- = 
JF 6 tunitze, E 
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Aitie, and an inclination to do it, #, and baſt not 
ſet about the ſame, God bath preſently With- 
drawne himſelfe. Pp. 80 
6, Obſerve what piece of generation work that 
is, which putting caſe thou wert to die, would * 
make moſt for thy comfert if done , and moſt .- '- 
for thy diſcomfort if negleTed, - ibid, 
6. And Laſtly. How may generation worke be 
ſo carried on, ſo as that God may be ſerved in 
generation? + 
1. Lahbourto finde out what the worke of thy . 
"nt ir, and in what things chiefly it © 
conſiſts. P-8T 
2. Be humbled for it in caſe thou. beſt failedi in , 
the worke of the ſarmer generation. p.8% 
3- Convert private cares which onely, concerne 
thine owne particular condition, into Cores | 


for the publique, andthe cauſe of Coriſt.on \ 
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foot P- 83 
4+ Stand looſe and diſengog* d ſrom private 
intereſts. Þ- 35 . 
5. Fawour and own the Saints of the generd-= 
tion. p.86 &'9 
6. Keepe Juſtice alive agai»ſt willful offcndernd p ; 
in the w'rke.” Pp. $3 0M 


. Commit the mannaging of publique affaires 
into the hands of faitbfuil and boly. men, 
ibid. * ro 

3. Take beed of ſuch things 4s will obſtru and” 
ivger the worke of the generation 5 " = 5 
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Fe” THE : TABLE. 
Te T. Take beed of being offended. | 
-* * .1. At the new light of the generation. p. 95 

2. At thoſe tumbling blocks which are uſually 
; laid in the worke of the genzration, p. 92 
; 3 3+ Alt the declared diſſents , th2. private diſ- 
'O contents or murmurings of a religious partie 
T1 4, againſt the works of the generation. p. 96 
I G A+ At the after-miſcarriages and errors 'of 
: 


_— 
M 


tboſe why bav2 been the on?ly ative inftru- 
ments and lights at firſt tn the workes of the 


- generation. P. 97 
8” 7 5+ Alt the gaftly Iboks and untrodden footſteps 
3 of ſome particular diſpenſations and attings 
GY Attending the worke of the generation. p. 98 © | 
f 2. Take beed of being diſcouraged, 

rx. Atthelittleneſs and lowneſs of beginnings. 


Lov P. 100 
& 2. At the powerfulzeſs and ſucceſefullneſs of 
7 TY oppoſition againſt the war ke. P- 103 
3. At preato4es bolding of , end withdrawing 
WP their hands from the worke. ibid. 


\ HP Alt the perfidious and treacherous dealing of 
= ſomeparticular pzrſons employd in the work. 
>. | P. 105 
$5. At the meetins with diſappointments. ibid, 
= 6: dt unkindn-ſes received from thoſe whoſe 

i” goodand wellfare wee have ever cloſely pur- 


I 
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— diz the worke. p10 
£7. 4t multiplyed ſentences of death put upon 
i the worke. PRnes 
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"0 Take- beed of envie be again ſuch whom GAs 
employeth in the wor he, P. 109 / 
4. Take beed 0 "of procraſtinating that work which 3 
i the buſineſe of the preſent generation, under 
a pretence that the time of doing of it , is not . 
yet come, neither are things ripe for it. ibid. © © 

$. Take beed of limittin! God to ordinaries. 

P- 119 

6. Take beed of neglefing the nick of opyortuni- 
tie that God puts into thy bands to do the work, \ 
&. thy generation in. ibid. | 
- Take heed of forecaſting events, p.11t yy 
&. Take heed of ſetling thy ſelfe upon ſeeming 
| Godly and righteous principles when theſe claſb 


= the worke of the generation. ibid. 
9. Take beed of Lending an Fare unts ſuch 2 
friendly reſpeafull offers, which carry in the 7 
Rowells of them ( though euilded over with 
outward re ſpe and friendſhip ) a crafty de- 
ſigne againſt the worke of the generation. 
P.113 
10. Take beed of making reaſon of State the 
the rule of publiche aftingy. - 1. 19 "8 
1T. Take beed of (ottino up bhymane Lays" Lon 18 
bove the worhe of the Generation. * iid. "0 
12. And Laſtly. Tahe beed of conjunitjon = 
with ſuch who are not reall-bearted to the cauſe © 
of God, and the worke of the Generati: 4 14 
| P+ 'S "WE. 
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